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c.asc is, ho'rvevcr, an cxception, The wororu of. a child in eycry casq
(c.xccpt tlris one) that I examined in the Kariera tribe is a lltan
standing in rhe rclation of "brother" to thc actual father of the child,
arrd thereforc srrnds in thc relation of mtma (fathcr or father's
brothcr) to thc child itself. In most of the cascs that f exrmined the
clrild had its origin.in the spirit of a kangaroo killcd by tlrc wororu,
fn onc casc tlìc man shorve<l me a birth-mark on his thigh whiclr he
saitl rvas whcrc his wororu had speared thc kangaroo

I did not find that therc were any spccific dutics tlrat a mlln or
rvorniìrl o\l,cs to his woront. All that dte nativcs told n:e was that a
man "iookg nftcr" his wororu, that is, he attends to his wants, gives him
fc,od *'hcn thcre is an opportunity, and treats him much as he does
his orvn father. It is possible, howevcr, that therc arc some mòre
specific dutics that I did not discovcr.,,

'fhe animrl from whose spirit .tÉc child arises, or the animal or
vcgctablc catcn by thc mother arid causing conception, is not in any
rvay sacred to thc individual thus connected with it by birù. He 1rt'1'5
it just as he docs evcry other animal or plant.

28. BiNARO SOCIETY 1

BY RICHARD THUIIN1VALD

li,rclt of the villagcs has a namc of its own. Diflercnt localities, such
iìs pnrts of thc fcrcst, of thc grassland, big trees, crceksr, lrunting grounds,
fishing p.ools, sngo stJr/amps, etc., are provided with spccial dcsignations
or prcper nirrnes. Thcse appcllations are used as village-names, How-
cvcr, trhc nerne of the scttlement must be carcfully distinguishcd from
thet of thc tribc. The tribc-name is thc designation given to a tribe
by its ncighbors. . . .

ll;r<h of its villagcs is conrposed of fronr three to six hamlcts, eaclr
h:rmlct in tunì consisting of from thrce to eight houses. Eycr), hamlct
bonsts of a spccial communal structurc, as a religious ccntcr callcd
l,ù'ck, bnt. thcre is no such cornmon "gobliqJrall" for the villagc as a
rvholc. . . .

Thr: social unit of the settlement is the hamlet. Thc hamlet, togethey
rvith its inlrabitants, dcrivcs its namc frorn that of thc goLrlin-ltall; the
name of the goblin-hrll, as well as thc narnc of tlre tribc, rcmains

{ From monogr;rph of thc srnìc nlmc, in Mctnoìrt of tle l»crìcon Anrlro!,o-
logicol ,4tròciariorr, Volunrc a, Numbcr 4, tgr6, Thc Binrro livc on thc Kcrarn
Rivcr, ln thc northcrn plrt of rvhat rvls Gcrman Ncry Guinet.fa§G
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constant. If the location of the hall should be changed on account of
the migration of the tribe, or if a new hall should bc built in the same

village, thc name would still bc retained. So, in thc examplc of the

. . . T;;tnundo tribe the names of the two goblin-halls, which with
thcir suirounding houscs constitute the village, have ahvays been the

same-Yu6rmua and Nangrindumbir. Not only have tlc namcs of
the goblin-halls been rctaincd, but also their position in relation to the

rivci in the different localitics the tribe has:'occupicd, thc first being

always farther downstream than the othcr. Yu6rmun, the nativr:l sayr

"goei first," and Nangfrndumbir "follows," the wholc villagc being
irnagincd as floating down thc river. T,ltus, the designation of thc hall is
in nì way conr,.cÉd with the locality, but with thc group of pcople

bclonging to the\ goblin-hall. I propose to call such a grouP a "gctls."
Thus, there are as many t(gentes" as ltrmlcts.

. As onc enters a gàt t;n-tr.U, he is immediately impressed by its
symmetrical plan. Tltis is especially noticcablc in the arrangement of
diatr.pt"..;, of which there arc four, two on each side of the hall,
directly oppositc each othcr. . . .

I Ttl. two symmctrical rows of fireplaces in the goblin-hall corre-

lspond to a division of the gcns into two halves. It might perhaps be
tallowe«l to use the word ttsib" in a narrolvcr sensc 'to indicate tlrese

halvcs. The sibs themsclves have no special names, othcr than "the left,"
bon, and t'the rightr" ton, drtwn from their placc in the goblin-
hall. These tcrms refcr to their relative positions as one faces thc entry.

-'I'Irc tcrrn for the lcft sidc, c ltòn areàn, is derivcd from the natne for
bamboo pipcs, ùon-monjnr, meaning litemlly "banrboo'goblin."-Ifhe
dcsignation for the right sidc, tan, probtbly has some connection lvilh
thc lig woodcn drunrs. Although the word for drurn is not involved,
thc appellation for iron-'rvood, out of wliich thc drums arc cut, is tan.

Thè external forrn of the sct letnent reflccts prccisely the internrl
organization of the tribc; for the goblin-hall, lvith adjacent houses in
the sanre clcaring, mirrors the social unit, the gens, just as_ thc sym'
mctric partition of thc goblinJull into two pirts, tho division of thc

gens into halvcs [sibs]
i Thc sytnmetry in the arrangemcnt of thc goblinJrall is thc ex'

I pression in sp"cé-t.rms of thc principle of social rcciprocity or the

i "rctalietion of like for Uke."
L

EXCHANCE SYSTEM

Among the Binaro rve find the exchange system in full oPera-tion,

elnboratcly rvorkcd out in every tletail. lVhen a girl has reached the
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nge of .prbcrty and gone thlough thc initiation ccrcrnonies, she con-
sults rvith her mother as to whiJh of the marriageeble youths ,uit, r,.,
-best.. o_f coursc, shc often has an undcrstandinf rvith ir,. to/ urror.-
hand. S.'c may c'oosc from.amo,ng the boys oi ,1.,. several !.it.s of
which hcr tribe is composcd. lVlairiage ,r,'itl,in the gens i;;;; p.*
mitted..It is only in excàptional cases tìrat marriag. i,ito nnàtr,.i triu,
takcs plece, as an examinarion of native pcdigrics pror"s. i:o, ttr;sr.T,l *..1ì^, call the g.ens exogamic, the tribc Jndogamic.
. l nc gr''s moth€r drscusses trre matter with her husband, and if

thcy agrcc, she prepares a.po.t of 
.boilcd.sag_o, rrt,icn ìhe/ ,f"ii*ry i,a brskct to.the parcnts of-the chosen brùegroom. tr! ramitie, .on-

cerned co,fcr with each otrrer and co*. to- a formal agr..ment. As
conrpcnsario' for the girl thc sister of the briclegroo* ,nuìt be marriedto the bride's brother. .But the.,.sego is offerci und.r tfr. pr.ir_t 

"ti:kilg the bridcgroom's sistcg"in -marriage for the britle,i broth.r.lr tlrc other pirents acccpt tlic sago, the case is settled, as far as thetwo scts of parents are concerned. -
But thc situation is now complicatcd further. wc noticcd above that

erch.gens is dividcd into two si6s. These two sibs or"uni,.a by-o'bond
of friendship for mutualp.rorection and pleasure, as well o, ioriurpor.,of revcrge against outsiders. The two sibs are considered to ,,be 

the
bcst.of 

,frie.ntls.-They 
,rcan never fight, against each other. I,ì..rr*rcqutrcd, ttìcrcforc, by a tind of activc syrnpathy, that if one sib isgoing to cclebratc a marri:rge,- the other siU strll'rlso h"r. on oppor-tunity for a fcasr. Moreovei the principre of r.quit"i;*pri.r'ir,"', tr,.

other sib sh.nll participate, as we shal see lat.r on.'A.;"r,li;,gl; , Irid.-groom.of the.right side (tan) of the sib must take his brirl"e'from the
same sidc of thc other.g.ns; i bridegroom of the Ieft r;a. ir-)'ì^r.,his bridc from a left sib. -

.Aftcr thc partics trave,mutuaily agreed, each plir of parents confers

]li:11 j-!. .p.il.r,'..l grandfrthcr oi .r-.t, bi;d.groàm, fri,t, gr.iai"tt,.,
consults rvith his munllS his spccin! fricnd in thc corrcspindins sib.If thc gmndfrtherTEii, his brother ,.r.i, fri, pì...1-"-"t""*"'u

T)tc trtrtulùr of the_grandfathers ,,o* conf.'r *iit ,h.;, sons, a'dthc sons rvith thcir childrcn, in order to arrange for two ."ri.ri"ra-
ing.marri:rgcs.furthcr in the p;rrallel sib. Thus we may count four pairs
to bc,nircd òy marriage. Two gentcs each excrranÉ.-""ì-*irì'rii',
$rI ot tt)e. orhcr gcns, and.this.p:rir-of girls is doublid by th"e parallcl
exchrngc in thc corrcsponding si'b of caci gcns.

.^ J]::,t t^c idcal systcrn, buI in rcrlity it fannot alrva;,s be carried our
to tts lullcst cXtCrt. . . .

t, The marriage ceremonyr as w:ts men-tioned abovc, is connec.ted. rvith

tfre-;niUai;on c".r.*ony of *. girlt' Girls are providcd rvith husbands

*or, ,.o.lring the age tf puU.tty. It- worrld lcad us too far-to give a
-a.i-;f.a ,.iunt of-thc raìhcr clmplicatefl festivities hcre. Thc follow-

ina. howeverr are sonle of ttreir principel'fcatures'"'"itiiJ 
oìnr'or. lunted; and dom"itic pigs slaughtered on different

".;;;tl;;;1y 
iù iathers of the di'-h, on9É bv thcir mothcrs'

Uià*rrr.'prring i lapse of altogether nine months, the girls afe cor'

Àr,.d to a cell ii thc fenrily hou-se, getting sago soup instead of water

throuslìoutrthat tirne. For'th. *lioi. p.rÉd lhcir fathcrs are obligcd

;;';1.".;-i;'i1,. gubtin-trousc. At last ìheir cell is broken up by the

*on.ri, the girlJrcleasc4 and nllowcd to lcavc tltc house. Tlte womcn

oct coc;anuts-laitl rcatly beforehand, and throw tScm at thc girls, whotn

ihcy fin"llv rruslt into ttte watcr, again pelting thcm with cocoanuts'

iÉ il;i;'irl*I out of thc water ù to'the bank, rcccive portions of

*uo i"a ,"tk, and arc now drcsscd, and adorned with earrings' nose-

;;l[;';-.:kh.'.t, t.-..r.,s, and aromatic herbs' Aftcr this a dance of

tlte women takes PLrce.'
That ,orn. .u.ninf tn. otgi.t begin. When dusk breaks in, the men

assemblc on the strcits of thZ vi[a[c. The old men consrrlt rvith caclt

;;;;;;i"g to disiribute ùe giils according to thc.ir custom. This

ilo* ins ex'plaincd to me in tf,e following.ivay.-The fether of t5e

;h;;;; ui;J.gràon really ough.t to take posscision of the girl, but he is

t,ashamed,' àd asks his'sib iriend, his mundù, to initiate"hcr into the

mvsterics of married life in his place. This min agrce-s to do so. Thc

;;;h;; ;i the girl hancls hcr over to the bridegioom's father, telling

her that he will lead her to mcet the goblin.-' 
Th; bridegroorn,s fethcr takcs hJr to the goblin-hall..and bids hcr

cnter. His àunlti has already gone into the-goblinJrall, and.awaits

hcr within. Whc' s5e conrcs in,-he, in thc r6le òf t5e gobl;n,takes hcr

tv'tfr. hand and leads her to thc'place whcre the big bamboo pipcs

(ihrcc t<, six mctcrs lcng) are hidden.t 
Tlt.r. musicel p;p.s,- bf the way, play a- most important p:rrt in

n,^ny c.rcmonies, ona in.1r voice is suppos.d to be that of the goblin

iiir',J.rf. Sight of ihenr is forbidden to wbmen, on.prin of.dcrth'
IJcforc t-ircse hi,J<lcn gods tlrc couple unitc. Aftcrrvards thc girl is

l.t;;; of ,f,. goblinJrnìI, whcre 1ci_bridcgroorn's father awrits 5cr

.na Uringr her"beck to her mother. The nundù rcturns home in a

,ài*a"Uo"ut way, for lrc is "nshrmcd" to mcct anybody ott his rvly

beck.
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. . Thc bridegro-om's father goes brck to the goblin-hell, and it i; now
his.trrrn -to pcrform the 16là of goblin, his'nundù bringing him his
sorr's bride.

After that, the seme rite is performed with the otrrer two girls.
. T'hc bridegrooms and the other boys, in the meantinre, ,['-confin.din a housc, sct apnrt for tlris purpose, and watched ty it.ir moth.rs,
brothers.

TJre fathers in their capacity of goblins are allowed to haye inter-
corrrse rvith the bridcs on several subs.guent occasions, but only in thc
goblin-h,'ll.

T.l: br,9:er99.T is not allowed to touch her until she sives birth to
a child. This child is called the goblin,s child. When O,.ieoblin_ct,il,l
is bor,, thc mother says, "lvherè is thy fathcrl \vho hrri"tol ,lo w;tlr
ir:.tll.Tlrc òridcgroom rg:!oLq.i, ,,f am not his father; h. ;s-a goUlin-
child..".And shc replies, ,,I di.i not see that I ha«l intercoursc ilirt, o
goblin."

Aftcr the birth of the child, the bridegroom is expecte«l to hrve
finished building a new lìouse, and the br-ide, tire plaiiing or tì,. u;g
slecping bag, uscd on the banki of thc Kcr;im'River, n, *?U rr-o^ ttr.
sepik l{ivcr, as a shclter from mosquitos. Then thc'couple aie Ànnuy
pcrmitted to begin married life, witliout any further c.r.moni.i in thl
ncrv house. on solemn occasions the goblin-fathcr continues to éxercise
his_"spiritual" function in the goblin'-hall. , . .

lVhcn thc 6rst child,.say o-É91, comes-to the age of puberty, and
b.cconres ! .11!, as a child of about nvelve years"is calied, hl' go.s
tìrrough initiation ceremonies which are sorneivhat similar to thosi of
the girls describcd above.

Boys, TNITTATToN

Thesc cercmonics arc also connccted rvith the ruurulti institution.
Bo1's of tlre two sibs are initiatecl together. First their foth.rs consult
with crch other. Tlre grandfathcrs; who actcd rcciProcally as goblin-
fnthers of tlrc firstborn, confcr rvith t,lrc brothers' of the rcsircctive
,rothcrs, in order to plan for a hunt of wild pigs i' thc forcsi. The
trvo goblin'fathcrs go in one part1,, tlre trvo mot-hcrs' brothers in an-
othcr. ,r\Itcr the hunt, the two partics mcct outside the village, and now
thc. respective fathers and unclcs of the boys rcturn hoire togethcr
with thc pigs-'Ilrc goblin-f;rthcr-curs thc pig into rwo lralvcs, [iuingonc sidc to the -adoptcd fathcr of the goblin-clrild, and rctainiris tlri
othcr for hirnself. Tlrc mothers boil thc pork and prcpare ,.go."T1,,
nc.xt; nlonìing the- mcn. bring the head ol the pig io ihc gotr-lh-hall,
and rlcposit it bcfore thc bamboo pipes. L;rtcr'oi, thc trò morhersi
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brothers and the two lcgal fathers eat the head of the pig. The other

womcn of thc village bring baked sxgo to the goblin-hall, whcre the

men are assemblcd. After sunset a mwulil-f,cstir':rl takes pl:rcc.

At this timc the goblin-fathcr ceases to excrcise his right as rePresen-

tativc of the goblin, ceding his powcr to his son, a man of thc s:tme

age as the injtiated Ìvoman's husband., The goblin-fathcr, Irowever, is

fòrmally invited, but he scratches his,head and refuses. He might, for
example, sayr "No, I amtoo old norvi my son had bctter takc ovef the

*rtndù-rigl'tts." These rights are, as a mattcr of fact, usually inhcritcd.
From this time forih thc husband's sib-fricnd, lis nwndù, acts as

goblin on festive occasions.

The initiation cercmony coincides in time rvith thc refusal of tlrc
goblin-fathcr to continue ìn his goblin rights torvards his sib-fricnd's
daughter-in-1aw. This indicatcs that the goblin-father is entering into
anoih.r agc-chss, paralleled by thc perrnissicn of his son to enter into
the full privilegcs of sex life, and by the arrival of his orvn goblin-clrild
at the agc of puberty. The latter stage is used as a means of grading
the age-class
- During these ceremonics in the goblin-hall, the boys are brought to
another house, and therc watchcd over by their ntotherst brothcrs.
When the fethcr rcturns, he brings a burnirrg brand from thc gohlin-
hall with him, goes to his son and describcs a circlc of fire around the
head of his boy.

The fathers antl thc mothers' brothers now pick up the boys and
carry tlìctn on thcir shoulders to the goblin-h:rll. Hcre they wait out:
side'on the verenda until all thc mcn ltave entcred. Thc men form'a
line across the hall and bcgin to dance. The other men blow the pipcs

from behind tl're row of dnncers. Thc boys are now brought inside the
hall. At this, thc pipcrs break through thc line of rhythmically dancing
mcn, an«l prcss tlrc pipes upon tlte navcls of tire boys.

Aftcr furtlrc'r cerenronics, thc boys are pleced upotr ,r piece of sago

bark, antl thc fathcrs and mothcrs' brothers norv take thc bamboò pipes

and blorv upon thcrn. Then they hlnd ovcr the instruments to thc
boys and shorv thcrn how to play them. Afrcr this, the b,oys continually
practice plal,ing thc pipcs.- 

Therenpon ihe bo1,s are confined in cage-like cclls (tnomtinevnn),
built for tlr:rt purposc in thc goblin-hall. Thc goblinJrall itsclf is sur'
roundcd durirrg tlrat tirre with a fcuce of sago lcavcs.

A good nrany othcr ccrcmonies are perfornrcd during the pcriod the
boys arc intcrncd, for instlncc a ccremony connccted rvith the bull-
ronrcr. Thcy also inscrt in tltc urinary passnge two or three stetns of
Coix loohna, a barbcd grnss. Thcsc stenrs they pull our suddcnly, so
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thet the walls of the passage are cut. After thrce months of confinement
the initietcs arc "shown" the phcnomcna of the worrd that surrounds
them-animals, plants, high water, thunder and lightning-which arc
prcscntcd -;rs spirits in the shape of rvooden idols. Thcy ale also intro-
duced to thc goblins of this world and the spirits of theii ancistors.

fivc mo,ths latcr, during new moon,'the father and the motherrs
brother slaughter domestic pigs, as is usual at the conclusion of cere-
monies. The mothcr 

-now roasts the pork and cooks sago. The other
wotnen of thc gens also prepare sago. Ttre men of thc related gentes
bring taro, yams, benenas, sugar òane, tobacco, betel nut, andlbetel
pepfer..Then drey sing and dance, day and night.

. .Finally lh. .b9y: arc girded, clothcd in a kìird of fringed sago-leaf
skirt, beltcd with hoops of rattan, and adorned with plliicd bra-celeis,
nosc sticks, and ear ropes. Their waisls are tightly boùnrt with a widè
band of rattan lvicke^vork, drawn,io firmly togcther that thcy crn
herdly eat. ft is the pridc of thc boys to have a slinder waisr.

Their father then offers them bctcl nut and betel pepper, and washes
thcm in the watcr lcft from the filtration of the sagà. The mothers'
brothcrs shavc their tcrnplcs and the back of their hca-«ls, leaving a kind
of crcst.

Thc fathcrs in the meantime have carved small human figurel
(l.,tt/t,imororr, ,on thc lower Sepik called àondimbom) ,s a giit of
ulutusl fricndslrip betrvecn the iniermarrying gentes. wiih these igures
a pertic'lar charnr is performcd. The ?et[ei go.s wiù the boy-into
thc forcst to seerth for a water liann, a partic-ular specics containing
rvatcr in its stcnr. This liana is cut and thc watcr alloivc<l to flow over
the figu_rc, betcl nut and bctel pcppcr .are laiC upon it, and it is then
rvr;rppcii uP in bark, 'fhe figure ìs uscd as a love charm. If the boy
shr»rld go into the bush rvith this, he would expect to mcet a woman.
\vhc'n thc rvon:cn hcar that such a charm has bccn executed, one of
tlrcur, ordiur'ily thc wifc of the mothcr's goblin-initiator, i.c. ihe wife
of ltis granrlf;rtlrcr's sib friend, complics with thc wish exprcssed in
thc chirm.,'fhis is the boy's iniiirtion'into scxual life. '

At sunsct thc fathcrs and mothers' brothers carry the boys with trre
pipes to the banks of the river, whcre they linc up along thé shorc, the
boys still on their shoulders. Thc othcr'men sàn«l iri a line t.iind
thcrn, dencing and singing. The goblin-fethers, stationcd at the two
9.nd1. of- thc Iinc, hold a ratran ropc in their hands, lvith wrrich they
finally forcc-rhe boys inro the watcr, so that thcy may havc a bath witlr
thc pipcs. Aftcrrvards the boys return to the goblin-hall. Mcanrvhilc thc
worìrcn'urcr scnt to thc forcst, lcst thcy should-get a glimpsc of thc pipcs,

l-he ncxt morning anotlrer bathing ..r.Àony -takcs 
place nÀong
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the adults of the comrnunity. First tltc mcn, singing and dancing, form
a line along the bank of thc rivcr; the womcn line up bchind tlrcm.

Thc motheis of the boys rvho arc'bcing initiaqcd tnake a fire by rubbing
a cord of rattan on firg rvood. The womctt bcgin to dance, the mothers

drawing taut a long rope of rattan bchind the men, by mcans o{ which
they finìlly push tltcrn into the water. After this the women throw at

the men éoòoonuts previously laid rcady. fhe mcn, in return-, shoot

back'with bow and arrow, òach man tiying to hit his mundù's wite.
Tltc mcn novq climb out of the watcr, and the revcrsc of the aL'ovc ccrc-
mony takes place, tfic mcn pushing t]rc w6mcn into tltc lv;rtcr lvith
the iattan rope. This time thà wom.n shoot b:rck from the water witlt
arrows, aiming pt their goblins.

lVhile the tathing c.i.motty is going on, thc boys arc kept apart and

watched over by thcir mothcrs' brothers.
On thc samÀ evening thc fcstiv:rl in thc goblinJrall is rcpeated, but

thjs timc is cxtcnded to-the mothers'brotltei's and thcir mundùt,The
Iattcr also meet in thc goblin-hall of the initiatcd boys.

Aftcr this thc boys are brought homc to thcir mothers. llere their
hands are'extcndcd over a 6rc,-and the joints of tlreir fingers cracked
ovcr the llamc.

These ceremonies conclude the fcstivitics, and the boy is finally
allorvcd to associate rvith women

The initiation cerctnonics, as wc have sccn, introduce the marriage
ritcs and are intimately connected with thcm.

.- I should likc to ctli attcntion to the fact that marrilgc ceremonics
i are not diffcrcntiatcd from thc ceremonies associated rvith' pubcrty.

The maturing of scx is ritually idcntilìcd with thc functioning of sex,
, and the possibility of the function rvith its practical employment. This
employrncnt howcvcr is rcstrictcd to a definite group of pcrsons and

-to ccrtain fixcd occasions, in thc manner shown above. . . .

':
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THE SYSTEM AT \YQRK

If wc try to sum up the systcm that results from thcse various customs,

we comc to the following conclusions:
Each woman, as timò gocs on, has rcgular intercourse rvith thrce

mcn: (l) With thc sib-friend of hcr bridegroom's father; (z) with her

husband j (3) witlr her husbend's sib-friend. And each-man also has

legal interào"urse rvith thrce womcn: (r) With his rvife;-fa) rvith his

,siÉfriend's wife; (3) rvith thc Uride àf-his sib-friend's son. This holds
' true if rvc lcavc oui'of considcration the old woman who initiates the

,boy.
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There is no doubt that this results in greater probabilitv of con.
ception, and that stcrilc.marriages are pr.i.n,.J fi ;il;i;,l.il;.
r{trt I. rloubr rvhcther trris .ug.ni. ,.orÀ- hJ-;;il";*"".. i, .r"u-
Iishing .these customs- Horvcv-cr, in case a marriage shourd Drove tobe stcrilc, ttre mr, is ailowed io take nno*.i';i;,1;;;hfn tn.r.are no ccrcmonies.

rt must be borne in mind that if a child's extramarital father is itsnrothcr's sib-fric'd, this man is the son of its motrrert s;Lri"'ì"itirtor.
-1nus the t,rrcc rncn of the otrrcr sib with whom the-woman has todc:rl, bcsidcs hcr husbancl,ri.-r-irtr,.i r"à f,;r r";; ;;;.r.rirrfiy,fri,
la,tter person's grandsonrA *.n, ho*.r.i, f,^, to aÉ Àrrt i;ii, nìronrrnof his gran-dmorher's gencration, hereafÉr with his female sib_rr;.ndof his lvife's agc-class, Iatcr witir thjs woman,, ,"r;r-*ii..-a-*ornrn
lìas ìntcrcoursc rvith malcs who arc lincal descendants, a man withfemalcs ,who arc not dircct gffsprings in s,,cc.ssir. g.,.,.irr,bn;.i ,rrl.will have rrnion-besides his initiaion-witrr ry""p.ir"*-oi'rr;r rg.-
class and o,e of thc foilowing onel n f.."i. rvith one of the preleding
:rgc-cl:rss anrl *vo .f her o*r-, nni 

"u.n,untty 
*id, h;r"il;;liìtar.n,,

gc'ncration. It rvill be noticcd that intercourse is avoidea'o., itr'i.*a.side with thc son's gcneration nnd corresponairgr/ 
"i ir,.'rrri. ,;a,rvith the mothcr,s ag-e-class. t 

.

, 
Thc offspring oithe union with the goblin is callccl thc ,,soblin,s

clrild," mòro-nte-méa. 
.Although the cHf,i- L;;ir;-;i;r'ri. io,r,.r,wc cannot spcak of a fcmale line of descent, for the child is oaopt.dby his morhcr's lr.sband, who cares for his iurth., 

"J;.;,,;;r'rJpro.-tically acts as his fostcr father. . . . --irÉr'v"' *'rs
Whether the husband happens to be the children,s father or not, isof.19 inlrcrtance in this scire,ne; 1,. is iii, fostcr father ri rìl-r;r.tgoblin-child, anrl of any ch.ii<lren t,;r wiru might havc 

-*;iri'ii;r'o*n
rn,ttilti, as wcli, Thess children of his wife ;;;y, p-rf,rpr,'or';girur.cntircly f'onr f^thcrs of the other sib of the g.nr. 'nlt 

tnà ,n.n ì, tn.hcacl of his rvifc's family. Tirc famiry r.r,,tioi. ancr trrc ,.*uri'l"inuon
rest eaclìi upon a different basis, as hoi b..n shown above.It rvill bc sccn that e:rch oi the four simult"n.ourty 

-;nt.rmarrying

couplcs hes a diilcr.nr nil of parcnts, if the firsi p"i, ài *rii, ;, ,pair o.f goblin,ctrildren, This.6rit p.ir is parallelc<l fr'; ;;;iLrrr_
spg^rlirrg pnir o{..g.hlin-chirrlrcn i,r trre ithcr sib. Eacrr of trrc rrvo
P',rrs ot g.t)lrn-clril(ll'cn, as slrown abovc, is ,rcornplcntcntccl,, 

by anotltcrpair of ordi,:rry children. Trre goblin-.É;ra 
""i ii.;;;;;r;"#;u'".ai-

nary crrird havc cach the same 
-mothcr, 

rrut ,riff.r.ni f"il;;T;". four
]::li: 

,.f-,:",:lT:'t?.,;tg matcs posses, fou, mothcrs ana eiglri i.,L.rr,
cnclr ot thc c)glìt clrildrcn bclonging to anothcr fathcr.
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DEFECTIVE CASES

We shall now turn to consider thc cases where, for some rexson or

other, the systcm cannot be carricd out to its fullest extcnt
As wc have sccn, the marriage of one couple is alrvays balanced by

the counter-marriagc of another couple of the oppositc sib. Thus, it is

necessary that each girl should have a brother and each boy a sister.

Nature, however, does not digpose of the distribution of scxes to

one couple in such a systcmatic rvay. Thereforc, thc tratives attertPt to
improve upon nature by killing the children of the undesirable scx in
thc succession of births. Thus, if two boys or two girls are born in
succession, the second one is generally killcd.

A second wife\is taken, if the marriage with the first wifc remains
rvithout issue, or if later the first wifc does not give birth to e furtlrer
child, if such is rventcd to fill up the requircd evcn nrtmbcr of chil-
drcn.

Nevertheless, thc standard of equal numbcrs in the distribution of
thc sexcs cxnnot be maintained, bccause of possible deaths occurring in
infancy or childhood. It nray always happen that out of the four
couples one person may be wanting. In suclt case the gaPs may be 6lled

by the substitution of cousins for brothers or sisters.- If conditions for a complete nundù marriagc cannot be fulfilled a

simple exchange marriagc of two couples of corresponding gentes is
arranged. On such an occasion the mundi is freely chosen from
members of thc opposite sib.

lVhcre two sistérs arc to be exchanged for trvo sistcrs r:f 'anothcr

gens, and the elder sister of one flmily dics, tlte oltlcr brother o[
ihc corresponding family has the right to take thc remaining sister,

and the youngcr brothcr is lcft without a bride (an,J aìce crerfi it the
elder brothcr should dic), In such a case a quarrcl betwecn the two
brothers is likely to resrrlt. Later on, if the elder brother should dic,

the youngcr would succccd to thc right to his brothcr's widorv. . . .

In crsò the number of persons needed in the exch:rnge systcm shc,ultl

provc uncven, thc pcrsotr lcft fronr one system is allorved to take a

person rcmaining from anotlter systcm. Shoul«l such an occasion occur,
thcre rvould be no murulti,

,, TIIE I]UYINC OT WOMEN

The man, howcver, is thcn supposcd to give Presents for the rvoman

hc takcs. If it should happen tltlt a rvom:rn is obtained from another

tribe, she is peid for with poe, usunlly ten in numbcr. This crse appears
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SOCIALIZING INTLUENCE OF TTIE SYSTEM
-, - 

Th. exchrnge systcm meintains a great sociarizing influence, for
by its rnclns all rnembers of thc tribc ,riconnect.d rvitli and depen«lent
on, each othcr. This appears in the differcnt ceremoniais where'persons
arc assigncd special functions, as rvell as in thc nrarriage ,yrt.-, which
has spread a nctwork of all kinds of relationships, nor on"ly over ,É. g.nr,

_but over thc tribe itsclf.
Thc worki'g of thisjystem of ties courd we[ be fclt rvhen I tried

to rccrujt a boy from thc Binrro tribe for service with the exrredition,
of thc boys who scrved me as informants, one (y6mbr) rvas'a single
man from a.gens of the Binaro trjÉe, the otrrci (Minipe) }io. ir.,.
R_r,Irnql tribe. It was impossible, however, to get ànoth.i Éy, in spite
of friendly relations, for there was no one to spa-re, each *rn Érring t is
special pnrt to play in the social sysrem. . . .

Among thc ]Jinaro the ec_o-nomic unit is the sib-. It is the sib that has
defi^ite claims to the sago places, hunting disìri.ts and plantation
grounds. Tlrcse localities are identified b1i certain nxmes and thc
boundarics markcd by creeks, swamps, big irees, grass limits, ravines,
b.cnils of thc rivcr, etc. The owners 

"s 
w.ll as trù otrrcr m.*b.rs oi

thc tribc linorv tlrcsc locllities nnd nrc awnrc of thc tr:rrlitionel rights
to thcnr.

'I'hc ties of kinship are associated with the common holdins of the
]and, Thc connrbìunt, tends to- prese-rve the claims on a certain ierritory

trrvithin 
a. rcstrictcd 

11mbe1 of people. rn conscquence of the marriage

ffp.rcscriptions the. origin 9f th-e persons entitled-to exploit the lancl-is
flimited., so thar the offspring derivcs its rights through'kinship to mcm-
lbcrs of thc. community..Individuals hav-e no cl:riÀ of ownership or
rights of disposal ovcr thc ground. Thereforc wc cannot spcak àf a

1trln3m11lon by.inheritance, as the sib is not like a person, èapable cf
fl dcath, 'fhe right of a person depends on his situniion in the social
ll, complex. Hence the import:rncc of stating the rclationship.

Even thc earnings of a boy recruiteà for scrvice with the white
man fall to his sib as a requital for the absence of his workins Dower

:1^i,1..* by his sib. Whatever he brings homc is distributed am"oig his
kinsfolk.

1 Individurl property is confined to the products of thc labor of the
I individunl. Thc trce, for instancc, that a man plants, or the fish that'a

mrn catchcs, or the weir tlrat a man weavesr'or the storìe ax he puts
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to nrc toic significant and to-hint at the rvay in which in other parts of
Ncw Guinca the institution of buying the rvomen m:ry have ,ri*,i. 

-. 
. ,

togethcr, belong to him as the fruit of his labor. This ifrdjvidual prgp'
.r-ty ;r of a veiy tcnlporary cttaractelr for the crops of the plantation

or. .ontt,*.d whèn tltey-are ripe, and the fcw tools are used up

aftcr a relatively short time. ff a man should die, thcy are burned

and buried with him, for they are considercd as a sort of personal

appurtcnanc€r r r r

GERONTOCRACY AND,, MAGIC

Theessentialfeaturesofthesystemlvehavetodca1rvithh:re,are
as follows:

r. The exchange of women betlvcen two grouPs, bascd on the '

psychological princ-iple of requital, a principlc thit regulatcs the social :

ieiationiof a-community among such of its mcmbers as are equal in
age or scx. ft may also bà applied to the making of peace rvith formerly
hostile communities, or tlìe socialization of forcign grouPs.

z. This special kind of system has been brought about by the political :

form of thJ gerontocracy. The old men are the determining factor .t

for external ielations (war and pcace) and internal life (e.g. the ;
r.p^rtition of land for' plnntation purpor.t, htinting-grounds, 

-etc.). 
,,:]

lirey dcrive thcir porvei from the real or asserted knowledgc they ";'
Possess.' 

Ceremonics, especially such as arc in connection rvith the m;rterializa-
tion of t[c goblils, arc kcpt secrct. Tlte arr:r1gi1g of t[e dances, the

i1:rkitrg an.lìnurrrr*uting of thc ttr:rsks, ntttl, ltlrovc rll, thc rVhirring of
the builroarcr artd thc fluting of thc bamboo pipes, are hiddcn from

thc pcople. fn thcse are containcd the charnts (or securing te lelp.o.f
tlre iuperh.rman powers, on which success in lifc dtpends. Only with
t[c lapsc of time-arc thc male members of the community successively.

initiatcd into thc magico-religious ceremonies.

Thcsc sccrct ccr;monies- contain tlte sum total of the people's

knowlcdgc, rcprescnting a kind of primitive science adapted to the

supposcd plcasing of thc goblin. Discase and sullcrin-g, <lcfcat in the

fi[ht, are considercd as ionsequenccs of the rvillful malice of the

cipricious goblins, and must therefore be prevented or remedied in
connection with the supposed cause.

This knowledge, by the wry, is often of what we should term a

r,nagical kind. - We, from our point of view, discriminate between

1n"fi.rl aJrd, say, iherapeutic mcans. &1g}§g., in gcneral, g1f{ig4l
iÉnòe and magic aie one and the same thing. ft is we, who, according

to the level ol our experience, make a distinction betwcen the two
rvhich is not felt by thc native.

I)iffcrence in point of vicw ought also to bc trken ittto :tccount in a

l

;

\

;
,l



contract rvith thc Germans and never fought agaitrst 1\em, , ., ,

Thq social organizatiorl which I rm about to cle§cribe, tlrerefore'

,.t"t., oirnori "nfir.ly 
to tire p:rst. Thc rlcteils of it have bcen gathered

Ut1, gi.,,t diflìculty'from tlic ol4 head'rerr of the tribes, atrtl nruch

of it ii little known to most of the youngcr generatio4'-'if 
;;;;;,iy *ti"t I hevc catlcrl';r t.iit Àott ilgt'l{, rve shall.find

that in all casls it is conrposcd of a luru[cr of patrilincrrl sibs, .tlr1t is, of

nrorps of pcople ctaiming to bc rclatcd in the male linc; arttl tltat orte

;i-;il:fu;'.i";*r s.niàrity. Thc cSicftainship is hcrcditary in this

;* ;ll*"tJt;tl..*j{,i§ } [i]:i.'l*u * t*-*tl


