
MEETING OF .I|HE EUROPEAN ïORKING GROUP ON ÀIIâZONIA

AGENDA

\
f ) openihg/Àpologies , ,. I

2l Àpproval of agenda { :- .r,,.; *; !

3 ) Minutes bf 19 JanuarY I99O

4 ) Status of t{o.rking Group / Funding

5 ) Yano.mami (Roraima, Surinaqe,' Guyanasr)

6 ) Visit of Padre Paulo Joanil da Silva
z ) =ffim***il* and lucurui
8) present political situation in Brazll (position of Lutzenberger)

9) Wortd Bank,s.loan to Brazilian National Environmental Project
ÿ{orld Bank.loan to Rondonia

Extractiüe reserves. Rubber tappers meeting in June'.

Comissao Prô-Indio : Publication of English version : 'The

Xingu Hydroelectriô Power PLants and Indigenous Peoples.'
\l

Proposal for'üaricâ Reserve in the Àtlantic Forest, Brazi} \

CEDI is putting out regulâr bulletin up-dates on electronic
mail (Geonet and Greennet) on Yanomami and Collor government

Ir,NI (Uniao Nacional Indigena) - Onassis ptLze awarded to

Ailton Krenak, dD 'APril 5, 1990

Peru
Ecuador

Colombta

Bolivia

Sustainable development activities
t'

- ForestrY
Aqroecological -zoning

- TFAP
-'Initiative of Dutch Electricity Board

Ecotourism

National Activities in EuroPe

Any other business ,

Date of next meeting
Cfosing of the meeting

I
I

10)

r1)

(

t2l
. 13)

r4)

1s)
16 )

17)

18)

1e)
20)

2Ll
22).

231

241

2s)
261

r'
,
t



t

E;.IF:DF.EAli T.{;EH]NG üRUL':-' LIN À:,!ÀTDH T.I=

r{æ,:-*-,taia: âi:rff'a ç rrùrrÇa .'

.q*asonia : fior{ or fievcî L.

.àaar,taie: ea-irt=e*aat ûrt jaladi;; !
àr.a=crrti*: iet;t r-,d*t rrjepa-Is i
Asa.s+a: *: . a$ Gf aooit. ! YI: !1'

SOCIETY

\
t

I.t
los Macedo
. OF E}TD'À}IGERED PFOPLES

MaÈia.Hilserstrasse 105 - Tf-13
1O6O Vienna
ÂUSTRIÀ

Ref ; cR/AM/ 49 /90

( ,Deari Friendb,

This is to invi.te you to the meeting of
Group on Àmazonia, which wlIl take place on
10:00 a.m to 4:00 pm . ât the EEB. Brussels.

Re: Meetino of the European Workinq Group on Àmazoni.a, on

-

12th Àpri1, 199'0

the European Working
May 4th,' 1990, from

(

I regret to inform you that we still have nôt -been able to
find the necessary funds to assist you with travel expenses to
come to Brussels. llevertheless, I am hopeful that the European
Commission , will decide positively on our new grant-proposal
submnited to DG { on April 2nd. The proposal in'cl-udes the
prôductio:: of a directory of organizations working on À:iiazonian
iàsues and a'conparative analys'is of the rnain .positions and views
regarding the developraent of Àrlazoni-a.

Às regar.ds to the status of the Working Group,'i can inform,
you that the EEB has decided that the group'should become fuIIy
iadependeat, and develop it.s'own ad:ninistrative support, letter:
head paper, etc. For the comingr period, ho!,rever, wê can continue
:o make -use of the EEÉ secretariat sert'ices.

Às e prelini-nary agenda f or the né.eti-r,g,
Eeneral , âr updat.ing of thê sub j ects listeC in
programme and, nore specifically. oît the following:

suggest, in
our working

The Yanomani indigenous pêople:
Ci .Tanuary :5, the Braziliair. QCri'c:rrire;it .3:tr:ou::cêd e

ccnc.i.liatory sol-'.rtion tc th= Yanomani prcSlen'. The rnine::s
would be tranf err-ed tc tire S=nta'?.osa :::ining- =esÈrvê âIi,
arÊa o! 1CC , 000 heetares outside the liat ic:ia. Fcrest of
Rcraina. Ijevertheless, af ter a v:ole::t niner's
demqnstration in 3oâ Vista, .justice t'liniste: Sa,.iIo Ramos
backed ,oùt, of the agreenent, and proposed tha.c the mj-ners
could p.rospect i; tha l'iational Forest - but oily after the
:onp1e::on of the lega.L paperwork.
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- The

in the
tlands'and the

We are sending to ÿoü, in a separate envelope, background.
documentation on sone of the topics listed above, and a1so, copies
of the Be?ÿ grant-proposal, letters sent tg the Presidênts of
Brazll and Colornbia'in the name of the lforking Group, letter
about the outcome of the Brazilian extractive reserves' canpaign,
reference to the article by Arturo Ornat on sustainabl-e
developurent of 'tr.opical forests, and other relevant information.

f'hope to be abLe to send you the last meeting's minutes
time for the next neeting, but ii rnay.be necessary, for techgiè
reasons, to distribute them at Èhe meeting on May 4th.

I hope- to see as manlf of you in BruSsels. but if yoU.cannot
come, Élease send us your comments and news..

.:My best .regards , :

a Romano
'Consultant

On behalf of 'I{. Veening
Chairman of the European
tJorking Group orl Àmazonia

L

European Environmêntal Bureau /

Uaison Européenne de' 1'Environnement
Rue Luxembourg, 20 8.1040 Bruxelles
Té1éf ax': 5140937- Té1ex: BEE62720- Tê1- : ( 02 ) s1 4]-432/5L41253
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- the new Brazilian governnent: What to e>:pect and how to to
assist José Lutzenberger in his nee, post as Special
Secretary for the Environment.

The "Coordinadora Ee 1as Organizaciones fndigenas de 1a
Cuenca Àrnazônica" -COICÀ- is organizing a workshop to be
held in I.quitos , Peru, frorn 7 to 11 May, 1990.
Environmentalists of USÀ, Europe and South Àmerica are being
invited for the meetinq, which aims to find concrete ways
for improvi-ng co-operation between indigenous and
eDvironmental organizations .

- Padre Paolo Joanil da Silva is coming to Madrid at the
beginninçl of May and will spend a month in Europe. He has
been working in the Carajâs region in parâ, Brazil. for teri
years and has become one of the leaders of peaceful
resistance movements in defence of the poor people of the
region. Ât the moment, visits are arranged in Bonn,
Brussels and strasbourg. For more details contact tlouter
Veening, Claudia Romano (at the EEB) or José Santamarta
(Comisi6n Prô-Àmazonia) .

- The situation of oi1 exploitation in the Ecuadorian
Àmazon: In 1986 the Ecuadorian government gave the
concession to oi1 exploitation within Ecuador's largest
National Park, the Yasuni. one of the most serious problems
of oi1 development in the aiea has been the cultural
destruction of the Huaorani peopre and the contamination and
environmental destruction. The "corporaciôn de Defensa de
1a Vida'l - CORDÀVI- has taken 1ega1 action against the
concession to oi1 exploitation within yasuni National park
and three other protected areas. CORDÀVI is asking for
infornation on the possible fnternational Law measures which
could be used in their legal fight for the protection of the
protected areas. (a report by CORDÀVI: "The rights of
Nature in Ecuador's Àmazon Basin" will be avai-rable at the
meeting o; at request.)

- the situation of the Àshaninka people of peru: ÀIDESEp, an
indigenous organization in Peru, dennounced in 1985 the
terribie situation ot the Àshaninka people. To this day,
the situation has not improved; hundreds of farnilies are
kept as slaves on farms and the 1ocaI authorities close
their eye-s to the problem. (À report produced by corcÀ on the
future of the Àmazon, directed to the rnternational
Con::.unity, will be available at the meeting or at request.)

- Th= situation in Suriname

- The Dutch government may start next year a refcrestation
p::cj=ct with tropical trees in South Àmerica, to offset
carbo:: dioxide polIut.ion. The schene has not been approved
yet. Any possible action/pressure by the working group on
this ?

(



I"lEETING OF'fHE EUROPEAN IiORKING
Igth JANUARY 1990, I0'00 a'm

BRU S SELS

GR.OUP ON Ài1ÀZCNIA
16.00 p.n.

1. Introduction
Present:=-ùerto smerardi (FoE-rtary) (RS)

peter Koerpig (Individual consultant, representing the
Foundatiorl iï london, and Wor1d Runners in Switzerland)
Brigitte Vonâsch (Switzerland) (BV)

Jacques de Kort (wIP/Dutch Rainforest campaign) (JDK)

tliIes Pratt (comisi6n Pro Amazonia-spain) (MP)

GÀIA
( PK)

Wendel Trio (Belgium, KWIA) (WT)

Wà* Xut (Third Wor1il Rainforest Group - NL) (WK

ÀfË"rt Westerbeek (Third WorId Rainforest Group - NL)(AK)
Johan Bosman (KWIA-BeIgium) (JB)
Ana Cuenca (CODA-SPain) (AC)

Wouter Veening (EEB,/RISED) (wV)

Jeanette Kingham (EEB,/RISED) (JK)
J. Smeyers (NaLuur 2000-Belgium) (JS)
Claudio Romano (Consultant to Working Group-Brazil) (CR)

Apologies:
-ffiâId 

van der Giessen (WWF-Netherlands)
Tony Long (!{WF-International)
Koy Thomson (FoE-UK)
CIârita Müller Plantenberg .(FGR)

u estions for d i scuss ion oints from:
CEDI, B razL,

Yollanda Kakabadse, Funac ion Natura, Quito, Ecuador
Association Amigo.s del Bosque'
Parliamentarians Baleares
Terra Brazil, Toulouse, France
l&igda Renne'r, FoE, grazil
IWGIA, CoPenhagen

Guatemala

2 - Status of the Worki Grou
t t it should work as any other EEBThe EEB Execut 1Ve

working grotlp. At the AG,I of the EEB last December, however, it was

suggested that'it should be Pa rt of the EEB environment and

develoPment working gr.ouP. wV wants the !{orking GrouP to be

1rdeperdent espec ially for what concerns the substance matters- Of
f

course ffi has to be consulted for rnaking use of the EEB off ice-
,MP: The Spanish feel very strongly about independence. Were it

i.mpossible to achieve, thqg r^rcn:ld have to rethink their involvement.
He has a letter $rith him frqn José Santamarta Flores, President of
ttre Conisari6 Fro Arnazonia and vicechairman of the Working group,
explaining this Pos ition. WV will report position of Working group

to the EEB Execu t ive.

3. The Yanomami situa t.i n
ted to a discussion of the
on the side of, the Working
wtrat is alreadY being done-

l4ost t mornrng session was devo

3. I. Informa IO commu nication

Yansnami situation ard potential action
group, which should be supplenrentary to

First o a I the for IN on hard factsr cuning directlY
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PK:

out of the area r' \^/aS stressed. T\uo Sources vÿere named : Carlos
àaquini, working with a Mission in Boa Vista, speaks. Yanomami, can

be'contacted thiough CEDI (fax tink). .t.he other link is the chief of
the Macuchi tribe, who has a phone link with FoE-Italy.
CEDI (Tony Gross qcntact person), can supply Working group members

and othei interestea parties with information through E-maiI,
b.".r"" of their relaÈions with "Acao PeIa Cidadania", in which

"àrài"f 
organisations in the areas, fighting for justice and

sustainable development, cooperate.
Sino nrost inforrnation ccnLing frcm the area will be biased (because

là r*rct has to be done by conjecture and the basis of rumours),
sources should preferably be diversifiêd (PK). A central point !o
collect and thên distribute information for action purposes is
necessary, hcnrever (WV). The World Information Clearing Centre in
S,ritzerlând and the Green llet Inforrnation Centre in the Îibtherlands,
could serye as central point(s). PK and WK will look at
poss ibi I it ies .

3.2. Present situa!ion -.espec@dical and food situation is vital- If
prèsent siluation crrntinues, Yanornami ray not survive mcre than 3 to
4 months. He reports that at this moment there is little ne$'s'
Arc»,:nd Januarlr 2, medical teams visited the most affected areas,
they were deserted.
;anüary 8: Garimpeiros to be evacuated organized a protest
denronsüration. As a result government decided they only'had to leave
the natioçral forests, which of course would hardly help the
s i tuat ion .
læ points to information that recently 200 Yanomami $rere killed.
Souice is not sure, however. (Shorvs Brazilian press clippings')

In'Brazil the Courts are speaking out against the non-execution of
the evacuation orders, which are based on existing laws, by the
C,overnnent and the police. [tre Courts are losing their face. I{e have

an ally there!

JB has read in ner.Ispaper that President Sarney had made $ 500'000
available for medical care-
w has heard frorr Brazilian Embassy a few days earlier that there
rrrere no relrcrts about violence in the area. Gold-diggers seemed to
move into GuYana
On the rrprcury pollution issue, BV reports that Btazilian t'linister
ài O"f"nce tôfa (Japanese) Director of WHO that "mercury is
naturally bound to gold", so mercury pollution is inevitable and
thereforè lroney is àecessary to purify the rivers. This maybe an

exq.rse to get ôutside money and for not doing anything about the
gold-diggérs. Brazilian NGOs will talk with organisation of
leofogisÉ to rdehrnk' this theory. WHO Director believes mercury

Ëoffütion could be as bad as the one Japan has had.

Other pieces of inforrmtion/documentation. Tttere is a f ilm available
about Èhe are" (PK), a travelling exhibition is being organized by
@nisi6n Pro Amazonia (MP); a Dutch exhibition and TV programme

videos are available (JDK).

{
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3.3. Action/short term
Ëv ."affi ouLside politic-al pressure. t^Ie should

follo^r as mlch as possible suggesLions and advice frcrn our Brazilian
iii"na.. On the otËer hand, fôr thsn it is also not too clear whaL

can be done
fmOf has suggested to approach Brazilian Ambassadors to express our

concerns.
potiticatlobby,however,isnottheonlythingweshoulddo.We
should pronrcte constructive, economically viable alternatives for
the region. AIso, we should prepare foi food and mirilical relief
àction, if the area so desires
nsË1"t. to the need to have this type of. action well organized'
tt.'iôirtical problens are consiaerable: the Yanornami live widely
àïIp"ré"a, they have their ohrn rangnrage and theil o*l medicines and

,neai"r:. practièes. Or:tside medical aid has to fit their own system

and has to be uppii"a in corrmnication with their ctrln practitioners'
anynerphastobewell-planiredandsupervised,alsoonthe
iong-t.r*, because of pôtential (unexpected) side-effects'
JDK nrentions the fact thaC Médicins Sans Frontières do not work in
Brazil, since the Brazilian authorities have turned dotvn alI
;i"r-.iô aid' . av L.y= lr,at Rgd. cross onry helps when there is armed

struggle. Threy sttoufâ always he1p, ho'vever' when there is a need' A

s*.ii internat.ional aetion would be adequate'
.loii *Vr that the logistical problenrs can be overcome' He stresses
the need to deal *itf, Mr t{achado, the man who organizes the
iifi"t_1" of the gold-miners_, the military - they can remove the
larding-strips - ana the local F'[JI]{AI, because-of their contacts and

;;;.;";-insiae the Yanomami territory. Also, there are border

;;;b1"*r with Venezuela and Guyana. Action cannot rely upon the

llrrupt and conservative local authorities
He c.ould approach Pilotes sans FYontières at schiphol Airport' They

;;"ià ff, in the supplies- (C,etting the supplies from the existing
,àîiËr-"igÀni*.tions would not bé the biggest problem' The Dutch

relief o.rgantsation lilOVIB, will go next wèek to BiaZTl'')

(

The followi a ach was su ested PK and a reed u on:

We rtrould be prepared f rst to organlze whatever we do on our

side (get ting the neces sary supplies and means of transPortation to
the area ready) and start moving whenever Lhe local organization
roould be in place. Ttris alproach roorld be conrun icated as a Positive
sign of our willingn ess to heIP and to I isten.

pK wo,ld serve as traitd'union, giving the. signars to go ahead and

;ïs;-;;;paring tÀe gruidelines on irhat io ask for concretelv in case

of qôods and services.

If the Brazilian Government refuses this offer, spreading this
inforrnation by E-rnail arcund the globe r,,,ould not help their image ' ' '

E-ma iit/f.ax wilI be our means of communication'

There was discussion whether short-term political action by the

;;;;;;; farriament (!P) wourd be aavi'sable'
An gl resolution àiiitg for expeUing the galimgeiros ard resEoring
ttæ rights of the yaaonÉ*i tras àfreaaÿ aaopfed. The resolution could

have been *or. ofrrational, however, by specifying for example'

="pe"rt for t1e *àr.,rry clean-up. JDK mentions in this respect a

.oïf.r"ncê on mercury pollution in BéIem'
It ras felt that gp *i"Éiôns to the area at this moment could be
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counler-Product rve -

Acting as conoerned inciividuals and IGOs should be preferred in the
given circumstances

3 .4 . Act ron 1on er - term
A vision on the e of the region has to be developed, proceeding
from the P rotecLion of the LLghts of the Yanomami and the
preservation of the unique ecrclogical wealth of the area, and taking
into account the need for sustainabl e solutions for the Problems
facing the territorY
pi-*if1 go, 'al,so on bèhalf of the Working group, to Dr. Konrad
Corinsky,É i-".tu." on Roraima, on January 25th in the Venezuelan
E1lr";;i in London, to hear about his ideas on hom to nake.use of the
ecological wealth of Roraima-
lr]or1d gank, Inter-Anrerican Development Bank, European Communities
should be approached to Stop.short-sighted 'econcmicr'loans, to help
with cleuning-,-,p the mercury pollution, and to incorporate the
,iàng-t"r* 

""6logical 
perspeôtive into their lending or grant

opeiations. 1,he fp n.s asked the European Cqrmission to c-cxne.up with

"à* 
g"ia.Iines for its aid progranrnes to Latin America, especially

on t-he subjects of human rights, indigenous peoples and the
environment. We could suggest constructive ammendments'
In this area wv and the secretariat of the lrlorking group will take
the necessary initiatives. RS reminds the Working group of EC

Co.*ission.r Âip" di Meana's (DG XI) conmitreht to Arnazonia, made at
a FoE conference last Year.
Of course, letters as *ritten by the Comisi6n Pro Amazonia to
President Sarney, can still be written and sent out to Brazilian
Embassies and Government officials'

It will be nPst however to rece ve tions on the
course direct ron of future ac tion frorn our fr IN Br it.

4.
WV

World Bank loan tP Rgn9.onia
s cornn:nities and natural resources

in nonaonia, àIso making up for darnage caused by previous loans for
road-building. Tl^ris is in itself good, but there are nq guarantees
that the mcney will actually be used to these ends. Consultation
with local cunn:nities and lreos rras been absolutely insuff icient and

there is too mrch danger that the nroney will be useC for further
encroachment upon inâigenous and rubber-tappers territories or
ài;"ù".r in tne pocliets of Traudulent local author ities '
iUèNill"tterlands ana fSA have co-signed a letter drafted by
environmental Defense Fund in Washington, Fo[-lrlashington and
Fo[-Sweden, calling for Iinking disbursements to concrete,
"monitorable" performance at field IeveI
RS points to the need to address in each country the -t"linister of
Finance (responsible for l,rf,rrld Bank policies), _interested Members of
i;;îi"*"nt, and the Executive Directors of the tÙorld Bank in
Washington, representing the various countries. They will probably
have to vote on the loan in Iate February'
iin* the problems in Rondonia are to a great deal caused by the
in*ilrution of poor and landless people frcrn other pa'rts of Brazil,
it i; importanb that the l'lorking group also Iooks at the causes oE

this migiation and supports the nrcvernent for l Peforlna Ôqraria, the
&prfri6n of labour fron tfris soybean production in Southern BraziI,
thà moving up of the soybean frontier, etc. World Bank and rADB

I

should be lobbied to promote sustainable àevelopmen
Anazonia instead of financinÇ destructive projecLs inside

t outside

(wv)
Àmazonia!
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JDK wilt show a video on the siLuation of the Zoro Indians in
Rondonia after the meeting.

Cara ias
MEF Hennp }[rntrngh and his assistent Bart Ronr.ijn are preparing a

m""ffimffi #: =l ffi ii 
". 

-rnn*mÉ,

**iffi-derived âirectly tià ttre rainforest, to produce.pig-iron,
ffiffià*ul l,Iorld aank report ncn alsa criticizes the environmental
;;pJ; àf tn" iron-nine itself, always hailed.as àn environmentally
ü,rA-.e.ration. The nenr resoluEion will certainly be adopted by the
nà* fer'*rt ich is 'greener' than the previous P, and will be sent to
the Working grouP.
WV nrentions that f.lagaa Renner (FoE-Brazil) and Yolanda Kakabadse
(E\rndacion Natura, Ecuador) have expressed'great worries at the
ideas in Europe to boycot this pig-iron. It would reinforce the
po"ition (of eépecially the _military) that all this foreign concern
âUort indigenous peoples and the environment is only a prete'rt to
U"Vàt nraiilian products and to weaken the ecrcncmic position of the
countrY.
RS agrees ldith WV, hcnrever, that a
likes boycrcts, but b) that we maY

rernedy"

ltre problem ccnrrse, to fird c».tt

research on

) we should make clear that nobodY
be forced to use this "ultimate

theMaybe it is possible
S.

(

WV

MP

6.

7..
!{v:

AFTERNOON SESS.ION

Colombia'
fttffin (GArA Foundat.ion) askes us to congraturu_tç President
B"il vrith his initiative to hand over the managslent of large [Ërts
oÈ coromuian Amazonia to the indigenous peoples and also to
ôr,g;Cufate the EC for supporting his initiative. President 'Barco
;;;';-p"rsonal interest in Ltris. Everybody agrees that the working

ôrl"p'should sepd out-congratulatgry.Ietterô
in Uaàrid we heard abor:t destructions in the Cacho by Smurf iE, an

Irish company, and cart6n columbia, who use tr.opical wgod to
manufacture paper grlp. the follosing organisation is asking to put
pressure on Smurfit:

Fundaci6n Herencia verde (Enrique [lurqusitio)
CaIi, ÀA 32802, Colombia

E\.rrther details can be obtained frcm José Santarmrta of the Comisi6n
Pro Amazonia.
.fOX 

"oonters 
info.rrnation that now the activities have stopped,

because of the high costs and bad clcnrunications ( transport by boat
etc. ).
m," aestruction is carrying on; they had information from a group
( is not sure which) .

Road BR 364
Ilas no news on this project except that certain Peruvian NGOs and

the government are no$, working on a document for a Peruvian
.onrérrrution strategy (which would include the Amazon area) '
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JDK:

RS:

8.
ÿÿv:

JDK:

Èc/
MP

pronrcting sustainable develogrent in other parts of Peru would have

positive results for the Amazon'
The BR 364 nay nol-u" finished before'long because of terrorism,in
Peru

(nebds a passage frcm $lorld Rainforest. Report, which reports that
i"p""-r. iâay-to-iin no the last section of the road. They bought

logging.concesslons, in ÿ{éstern Arnazonia and ncnr want to shorten the

;;;;p"rtation distance to Japan. He also points to a WWF News

irticfe on the Amerindians in Peru')
e-.uneuigri is going on to support the Indians (â lette'r was sent to
the èovernment of Peru) '

Varga Llosa crcnfinred his position, i.e. to oppose the road' But it
is diffiorlt to rely on such stutements, as he is campaigning for
;"-;;;;iààntiat-e1-ect.iont rn the Past, he used to be in favour of
àp"âing uP the forest'

Situation in -Ecuador
An article on trËil Oil Company operq!i".. in the Ecuadorean

a^.ron, from l{orld RainforestJ nepoft wilt be annexed to these
mi nutes
we have had a request frcrn the Indians frcm Ecgador, who would like
to.send someone over to Errope, as "ambassador". could we give this
support?
Lr-ris Vargas (who belongs to the Ashuar-Cq6lunity of Ecgador and also
chairs the CoNFENTAE - Confederaci6n de Naciqnalidades rndigenas de

la Amazoniâ Ecuatoriana) came over to Europe, to sign a cooperation
aoreement for Lhe 500th Anniversary of the- Discovery wit-h the
ü*i'"-i;; à"i o"inro centenario y colwmgree: ttris agreement- wirr aim

r; ;a;;"gthen-thà-capacity of_ i-naigenous craftnrenship and he.lp with
the marketing o1 tnei. -products. trre idea is to publicize the
situation of the Indians. L. Vargas also visited the comisi6n
Pro-Àmazonia

In fact, the indigenous people of the Amazon are prepari.ng to

"ài.ui"Ë. 
the 50ofh anniverèary, on the one hand, there wirl be

official cerelràiiàns, incrudin§ herp for the marketing of local
àiail*".ship i; spain, and o-n the other hand, 'the Comisi6n
pio-amazonia wilf celebrate the Indian 'resistence" '

(

9. The s ituat ion in Suriname
JDK: The status quo Is that the r ivalry between the Indians and the

Blacks ocntinues- ltre latter are also divided- Until recen tly, the
Indians Iived either in the citY, where theY suf fered
discrimination, or in the forest. tlow, they are starting to move to
the countrYside. TheY have mounted armed resistence since a year

â9o, aPParentIY benefitting from the support of the army'

The health situation is very bad especially-in cities and in the
;"fuæ-;"r,,p. (wtrich rere es[ablished in 1987, when the civil war

staited) .

JDK doubts there will be a solution soon. M9d to that., is a danger

in"t the US might iirterfere (the In,iians think' thaE is possible) '
TLre outcome also depends on an'agreement betr+een the Indian and the
B1acks on forest pofi.y.. This Could bring a break-through' Armed

resistence is preiently blocking !potentially danaging) development

projects -



a

7

WV

Production of aluminium: exports Lo lrlorth America are endangereQ

There is noL m:ch to do at the E\:ropean level, although Suriname is
an ACP country and we could use the framework of the tomé
Agreements.
tÉe rC should consider the bad health situation!

10.
!.iV:

Sustai nable Devel ment
WeS uI cons der $, at the possibilities for sustainable
development in Atmzonia are. At the last neeting, Arturo Ornat said
he was willing to write on that. l{e will Le}I him that we would like
to profit soon from his insights.
ExtracEive reserves:
EêEfnnfng of December

there vras a meet ing in l{ashingtoq at the
on extractive reserves. We shall have a

WK

PK:

JDK:

WV:

JDK:

PK:

WV: Àgra rian reform: Ietter frqn Terra-Brasil: could people support it?
relations to

JDK:

(

report
ii'tfr. EC gives money to the Working group we will produce an

in.iy.is oÉ the variôus views, positions and approaches on the
à.""i"p*ent of Amazonia and its relevance for cooperation with
Europà, including thg following:

ïi.*. of the indigenous communities
Position of rubber-taPpers
FAO/UNEP analysis of ecologt caL/agricultural zoning
present IUo{ nreeting in Quito on the conservation of ecosystems
Official governmênt documents Iike "Nossa Natureza"
World gank (1oan to Rordonia includes scme god elements as to
the analYsis of the Problems) '

Suggestions frcrn= itte participants as to hors sustainable development
.àiria U" implemented are of eourse most welcome!
ilü sfroufa bà a longer-term project . L992 will be a major focal
point for many groups
ifl:ren is there going to Ue an inforrnation clearing house on .all the
initiatives, piojeéts etc., concerning Amazonia? Maybe E3B,/Working

èi*p on Arnazônià should not take the initiative itself , but .sorneone

snouid rea1ly start such a system. It should be linked to existing
;-pra"; netimrks, since theie is nuch more going on than we know.

An àssociation basecl in Münich, Aro verde, plans to put forward

Ë.*=;r; ràr rinancing with BUND for the sane type of work as just
descr ibed .

tt,à 
-i.a"raciôn de Amigos de Ia Tierra is planning a project on

sustainable use of foiests in central ameiica (e.-g. ôosta Rici,
Nicaragua).
ô;*" cn-ristian Indian groups have a central office. The ONIC

iô;;";ï;;tiàn or rndisénoué Hations in colombia)'promotes an

aitÉrnative 1992 Latin American campaign
The Working Group decided not to t'ake any initiative on l992lguinto
Cenbenar io celebrat ion'
The working group should stick to problems directly related to
aÀron1u, .ia-"noo"e a crcuple of projects in the region itself (one

of thsn could be a central documentation centre: as the COICA has

pi"p"=ual . I,{aybe we should stress activities of coordination in
ilmazonia rather than coordination in Europe on L992.
The Lgg2 question should not be mixed up with problems of

=,.,=t. i nabie development i tsel f '
Initiabives on sustaiùble developnent: we should first find out who

i" a.ing r*trat (= porpo.e of a ciearing house). This week-end, in
Switzerland, tnàre wil-1 be a discussion about centralizing
àocumentation on sustainable development in Amazonia'

!tP(

We'lI Iæk at the possibilities for influencing tr ade
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support agrarian reform
We 

-aie in contact with{'tiDEN ( Institute in Paris,, doing research
on êôÿ rbean prodgction and exports to Europe' )

a.o

r1.

r3.
RS:

MP:

wv

13.
WV:

Japan
It is necessarY to approach JaPan on the Amazon
Netherlands, IIGOs are working on a campaign on
rainforæts, including Arnazonia. [.lV is c-ontact point
group.

Relations with Latin American or an i sat ions
Tony Gross from CEDf ( ast October), in

issue. In the
Japan and the
for the Working

L_2

R.S *ffitr rook ar rhe EC position on tropical forests.
On lbvernber 28th, the Council of Ministers postponed discr:ssion of a

àôcument. This is expected to be discusèed in March 1990. The
original docr.unent (dating frcrn July 1989) was much better than its
final version (SePtember) .

FoE has lobbied ministers in different countries and also the EC

Commi ss ion
apurt frsn the present controversy on tirnber trade: therè are a lot
;i ,id-related issues which are important to Amazonia.
Any initiative to pr:t the pressure on Bnvir_onment and Development
Mi;isters before the next council would be welcome.
t{e shoul(l ask Koy Thomson (FoE-UK) for FoE dosuments with their
remarks

Guidelines for aid to Latin Arnerica
we could refer to the EEB's Lomé Report

WV

There are bilateral .agreements t -
- $a1yy'Brazil: priniiples are OK, but the consequences of the

. agreement are not clear. Itre ençhasis is on trade and banking,
but environmental PolicY?

Brazil is entering into àgreements with'the European eountries.
There are alreaay âgreements with the UK and the'&*E;
mentions the FoE memorandum on the timber aspects of the EC

=trut"gy. As far as sustainable develognent is concerned, we should
seg thé'supply side of it (way of using the forests) but also the
aernana sidà, è.9. work on incentives in our cr,t/n countries to import
products promoting and stimulating sustainable development'
ientions the annual canpaign in the Netherlands to promote global
food securiby and products hetping sustainable development. Thi-s
year, it il planned to focus also on Brazil'

(

c" relations, i.e. we should connect with
then organically work out the kind of

group should have that kind of organic
relationshiPsrrot necessari Iy the 'secretariat' of the ÿüG, which
witl have to work more on a coordi.nating and political leveI.

JDK: We should Pr:sh for Latin Amer ican organisations to be present in

WV

Europe. The Problem is money
Or *,L Working group level, it r"ould be guite unmanageable to-hav9
such direct réfàti.oàs with Iatin American grcups. But we should get
It&i,fr -ÈrÉrü'€ans to guide our Ûork by helping them to c§me over.
Àg."".. the nefnbrers of tne [G shorld think of informing each others,
especially wtren scmeone ocmes over to Europe frcrn Latin America. For
instance, the C,aia Foundation will have a regular thrôugh-put via

PK:
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r5.
WV:

9

their London office.

Re rts from national comm i t.tees
tle shou use H. M:nt sf resolut ion on Caraias, advocating
support of national cwÈf,@egrtinit,iatives' Scnre of those committees

have actuallY been set uP. !{e will relaY the ir information to other
committees -

t"IP: t"bntions a conoert in lhdrid h,hidl was.organized in honotrr of Chico
MendeS It was succes sful: Iarge amounts of rmney ,.uere raised -

Exhibiti.on on the Ya nomami is being organized.

JDK: The Rainforest campaign in the Netherlands received the
inforrnation frcrn suriname. Ttrey are ncrv trying to make this an

international issue.
upon the request of Indians, they are preparing a publication'
'the 

Outch gôvernment will soon discuss the environment budget
of Developnent Aid. Lobbying of government for better policy
wiII go on
Yanomàmi camPaign is going on'
l{ext week, an exibltion wiff Ue shcrrnrn in Amsterdam on Tropical
Rainforests and Indigenous Peoples'
A book on the Yancrnami 

"-nd 
other inaiqenous peoples is being

wrliten Uy the Working group on Indigenous Peoples,

AnexhibitionontheYanomamiisnov,inMunich.
;-à;ry t6gs not have a nation committee yet. But FoE, jointly with
'r][,lF and others, held a Japan Day last se_ptember, which vras very
successful (ex: tetephone blockade of lqitsubishi).

FoE launched a petition campaign (sc[rte other organisations accepted

i. l.l" it): tir;tàie "ori.iting 
signa.tures until the Spring of

Lôtii, to senC â l.ttet to the 1talian governement'on:

PK
RS

(

- aid
- trade

indigenous issues

An exhibition on Amazonla was also held in ltalY.

Chico Me ndes l'lemorial Da

e Annual GeneraI Meeting of the

Asks what role UHIRI holds, if there are conLacts with them'
UHIRI focuses on organizing very specific initiatives' There is no

real "movement action: '
,s.* is organizing a campaign in Belgium on the Sarawak forests, a

petition "u*puign, 
ind-two brôchures on Brazil are under

preparat,i*,,. S-rgg"ÉLr to link this presentatiorf to the campaign/

ioUUy of Belgian Politics'

rnitiative on sustainable deveropment: they met the Belgian
Cooperat ion l"li n i ster '
We have contacts with the Dag HarnarskjolÔ''IloundAEion' The latter
wants tostart a project on Amazonia.-There will be an action in
ili;, 

-gathering tn" v** of the Arnazon basin. we try to get youth

â}:gat*lârt ion'ea"tÜ'rÜ@pëTlate on this'
plans for an exhibition on Amazonia (l'Iay, switzetland) '
on I June, the c,aia rounaation will organize a concert in London to
iui".-money for the forest peoples. Invites everyone to link in
concerts âff over the world'

JDK:
RS:

JB:

WK:

r6.
WV:

BV
PK

resolution (inspired by the actron
EEB Iast December adoPted a
of the Comisi6n PreAmazonia)
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asking th€ F.EB merbers to make December 22, Chico l'lendes t'lemorial

Day in their countries
Gfit,ion= y1;B (Vrij UniversiLeiL'Bnissel) conference last libvember on

Lhe tropicaf raiiË"iot"-i"a held in,honour--of .Chico Mendes' There

i;-"-hrf,t;L ror further support oricnico t'lendes' activities' The

àità "e 
tt. lær,oriat should-Ëe set for the 22nd Decemberr the day.

ôn i..-r.l.n-des .was murdered

Invites PeoPIe to take
I',taria Alegretti has started

initi.atives.
CR

t
er

17.
WK:

the campaign is to get President SarneY F
to sign the decrees,. so thaÈ they can come In to force and be

imp lemqntêd.

An o her.business
Itlany grorps are erpected to attend. Will
s.'tend, make Suggest ions .

1- Augrirst. I : E@IOPIA.
ôeaI with various issue
Invites everYbodY to aE t

JDK: llèntions Human Rights event in 1990'

JS: !@nt,ions Snblication of directory on Amazonia by Rainforest Action
Network in San'Francisco.

( Àf ter rneeting" v
requested from

ideo onIItr in Rondonia shown'' Tape can be

-
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Brussels, L9 JanuarY 1990

ÀDDTTIONS TO THE ÀCTIVITY REPORT

B'êginning January
Environment Defense
material to

from FoE Sweden
in llashington D

f Rasurusson)
(Bruce Rich)

1990:
Fund

\

i

(UF
C.

FFd
came

eto
dian

for the
the lack of adequate'participation

s, peasants and NGOs, lack ofby rubbertappe,rÉ. fn
consideraÈion of Land tenure , tnechanisms and lack of su'pport
for the buid-up of an effeccive environmeni ,"nagêment
system, this loan, although praiseworthy in its objectives,
is'bound to faif. fn Europe, support for â fundamental
restructuri4q of the loan has already been expressed by
Secretary-General of the' EEB, the Netherlands Committee fof
IUCN, FoE-Netherlands. FoE-UK - '(announced by Koy Thomson) ;

FoE-sweden (of course). The .I{oùking Group on Âmazonia could
promote other organisations to sign on a'fter its meeting on
tg Januarÿ 1990, and discuss further steps

Beginning ôf JanuarY 19
was received about the

Âction will be d
1990

90: fnf.ormation fr Sao Paulo)

cussed at meeting working group in ,Ianuary

(


