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iTo: All Members of

NCXI EWGASubject:

Dear Friends,

On behalf of Claudia Romano, Consultant, and
Chairperson, of the European Working'Group on
writj-ng to inform you about the next meeting
other recent develoPments

lVouter Veening,
Amazonia, I am

of the E'v{GA and

( In June, The Environment & Development Resource Centre (EDRC)

agreed to take over the function of Secretariat for the EI'JGA-

This was requested by Wouter Veenrng who is also President of
-EDRC and in aqreement with the European Environment Bùreau
infet. The neiv arrangement will become fulIy operational as
f rom 1- SePtember 19 9 0

Claudla Romano. was based at our offices during the month of
June prior to her Oeparture to take up residence in
washingtorl from where we expect she will continue to l:e
actively involved with the lrlorking Group'

Mail for the l,üorking Group sent to EEts'i-s bei-ng forwarded,
but in the future, please address EWGA correspondence to:
l{outer Veening , EVÿGÀ Chairperson , c / o EDRC , ât the addres s

given beLow

THE NEXT MEETII'IG of the working Group will take place at
EDRC,s of f ices , f rom l-0:00 to 16:00 0n Friday, 7 ',september

1990, as agreed in the previous meeting'

As with previous meetings, it is not possible to assISt any
participànts with travel or staying costs, but lunch will be
àrr..g"à for those who take part in the mee-ting

If you are planning to attend the meeting on 7 S9P!9T!tt'
PLEASE INFORM OUR OFFICE AS SOON AS POSSIBLE PREFERABLY BY

TELEPHONE OR TELEFAX. If you have any difficulty in Eetting
through to our of f ice during August, please contact I'ùouter
Veening in Amsterdam on +31 (20) 26 L7 32'

r'or those of you rvho are pLanning to attend, please note that
là-rà..n EDRC-from the central Siation in BrusseIs, take
metro line No. l- eastwards in the d'irection of
Hërmann-Debroux and get out at metro statiqn Petillon' Exit
the station from the west end, turn left and ltou will find
the office two blocks down on the opposite side of the

BLVD. LOUIS SCHMIDTLAAN 26boulevard ' 
iiiriir'":,Ët?r1'lrili'*,"'/2 
i,Ïi,'#àiHL
TELEFAX +32(2)73SA895
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With this maliing we are sending you c
the t$/o prev:.ous meeti'ngs which were h
,!rhy ;1,9.sn', respectively. Claudia Romano
thât her report of the 4 May meeting i
subject to corrections to be noted at

Claudia also suggested that among the various items to be
ài=","rr""d on 7 Ééptember, an additional item be âdded to the
agenda concerning a point in the Houston Economic Declaration
oi L1 July. (See enclosed extract) .

As the commission of the European communities wiIl
participâte in putting forrvard a.proposal for a new pilot
pr,og,ramme.,tol.rlpËeltesÈ, the' tropieal ratn f or.ests '1'n ,B'ra'2itr,
ôlaüala suggests the Working Group consider additional ways
to assist in putting forward suggestions for the content of
the proposed new Pilot Programme.

the EWGA mailing list is
appreciate it if You would

and 'return it to EDRC bY 1

we will issue a ne$l
their contact numbers.

Sincerely Yours,

.t
Finally, in order to ensure that
accurate and up-to-date r \rJê woufd
complete the enclosed rePIY form
September. Following the meeting,
complete list of alL members and

'&,,q1fu{*

o
I
e
pies of che minutes of
ld on 14 -'Sà.nuâPY' and .4:'
asked me to stress
a draft which is

the next meeting.

(

Ronald A. Kingham
EDRC Director

(
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MINUTES OF NIEETING

EUROPEAN WORKING GROUP ON AMAZONIA

,1

Euro,pean Environmentil Bureau, Brussels' 
4May 1?90

PRESF"NT:

MariaElena Aguero deArâneo, consultorc to thc

Teresa Aparicio, IWGIA ("TA")
René Beyers,Naîuur 2m ("R8")
Johan .Bqsman, KIWA ('IB")
Vincent Brackelairg coraultant, D-G I, EC ("V8")
Ramona Caüroqa, Fonndaion 12 Olaober Manifest ("RC")
Jose Manuel Cortizo, ("JC')
Biano Van Gemmel, Fourùaion 12 Oloober Manifes, ("BG")
Liz Hosken,GAIA Foundaion ("LH")
Anneke Jansen, NOWB ("AJ")
Peter Jornq WIP, AUan-lYL ("PJ")
Peter Koenig ("PK")
Jacques de Kort, IrylP ("JK")
Carlbs Macedo, Ges. f, bedrohtevôll<cr (" Clvdtl
Ilemmo.Munti ngh, Member of Dtropean Parliatnent ("HM")
Clâudia Romano, ûtropeonWorking Group on Anazonia ("CR")
Bart Romijn, NDEnvironrtnfi ("8R")
JoÉ Santamarta, Comisiôn Prô Amazonic ("JS")
Maria Santos, Memberof htropan Parlianænt (lMS')
Evi Scheïpl, Ges. f. bedroluevôIl<er ("ES")
Jean-louis Schmitz, COTA ("JI,S")
Roberto Smeraldi, Fohhaly ('RS")
Wouter Veening, EuropeanWorking Group on Arnozon a ("Vy'V" and, in

his capacity as Chairrran ofthe meeting, the "Chairman")

APOLOGIES:'

Mary H. All"gr.tq lwtitwo de F-studos Amazinicos, Brazil
Inciâ deAndrade,C.omissdo M lüio, Brazil
Victor Cadaxq Drazil Networlç U,K
Ronald van der Giessen, WW, Netlærlands
Tony Gross, CEDI, Brazil
Tonÿ Long, WW F - I w e rnoti onal, B rus_s e l s
Ignâcio Santos, Amigos de lsTiena, Spin
Herman Vertragen, Vereniging Milieudcferaie, Netlædaruls

AGENDA:

Attached in Anner
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WELCONI[,

The Chairman oieneO the meeting at 10:00 by welcoming, on behalf.of the

European Working Groüp on Amazonia ('EWGA" or "the 9torp"), all participants.

Therà were no oUiectionito ttre agenda and the minutes of the previous meeting were

distributed.

WV reported that EWGA has submitted a new draft budget to Directorate-

General I of ihe European Commission (EC) regarding the Group's proposed

frôau"tiors of a directi»y of organizations involvèd in conservation projects in
Amazonia and a compaiative aialysis of policies_regarding -development and

"onr"*.tio" 
in the regiôn. He also méntioned ihat the G_roup is looking for alternative

funding souræs to ôuer the remaining costs of the Group, such as for favel and 
,

communications.

BR suggested three possible funding sources:

1) EC budget line 950, whictrprovidgs go-.fiqancing support for NGOs in
developing countries. E:WGA could function as a clearing-house for
funding toNGOs in Amazonian countries;

Z) The Efu 15 million EC budget for technical cooperation with Latin

Americq and 
rrhieh hes e larse h. rests3) The German government, which has a_large budget for tropical for

and ii ioonn§ for suitable projects to frnaice. pWCe could approach

Mr. Christian-Ratkler for more information on this budget'

. As for the Group's working procedures and priorities RS- suggested that all
memberslsend to EWGA all reiev-ant maiUinfo recéived or produced, anp that the

[|;6Ëi,gi[ Ue focuseO on the currently most important issue§concerning Amazonia.

1) EWGA'S BUDGET PROPOSAL AND FUNDING SOI.'RCES

2) YANOMAMI

a) Health Plan for the Yanomami

(

LII stated that the Comissdo peta Ciaçdo do Parquc Yanomami (CCPY)-is

orooosinq a health plan for four Yanbmami cômmunities, with dental assistance for
;;iÀ;r. "Tt is pi- ôas the idea of Davi Kopenawq a Yanomami teader. I§objectives

-" iô-pioriO"i.atf, assistance, to improvè the general conditions of the Yanomami,

il É'tr ilô.ot Yanomami lâders'in management techniques in order for them to

be able to run their own Projects.
The Overseas fierétopment Agency of the U-.L!§- 

"r,pt-"tsed 
interest in

financin-g a third of the total büage,t of tÈ'e tràttr.o]an; OXFAM, England $: also said

iiiiinæi"rted in contributing wîtfr a yet unspecified amgrln!. Other possible sources

are NOVIB andNORAC. It-seems thât approximately half the total amount necessaqr

o run-ttre project is now covered. .There are two channels lhr-ouglt which thS.money-

.ôrfa U" rëotio the project in Brazil. One is the CCPY and the other is the Union of
Indieenous.Nations bf brazit (LINI). r'H's opinion is that the money should also be

sent?irectly to UNI in order !o- helP strengthen its stnrcnre. 
.

It was agreed that LH *iil report later on the plan's-funding- tilu2tisn - the

organiratiô* *"ni"t have confumed süpport and the sums still needed. She will also

to a
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UNI responsible for financial matters. For now. however, the best option is to send

money directly with people going to the area.' TA is'going toiequest-money from the Finnish governmg.lÏ and. wants to

include the YaÀ'oma-mi healih plan, but heeds to know the exact sum. sti.ll regu-ired.

PK believed that this^plan should be used as a means to "bridge" funds both

Aom farge ageniies and small iums to the Yanomami, channelling thgp ttr-ough CçPY
311à UNf Ütf Uso proposed a rethinking of the "specific appr-o-ach" of fund-raising

iampaigns because'moïey raised for specific projècts can still be useful for other

actiütieîrehted to the movemenl

b) Onassis Prize to Ailton Krenak

pK mentioned that Aîlton Krenalq the president of UNI, was in London in
April toreceive the Onassis Pize. Davi Kopenada accompanied him and both attended

fi;ii;g ir London, organized by Gaia, wère they met with represexlatives of various

ôrganizaÉons, including the OverÀeas Development Agency of the U.K..

c) First Indian UniversitY

There are two Yanomami Indians currently taking courses at the first lndian
Universs facul§ in the world, located in Goiânià, Goiâs, E qil. The facultyis the

.L.utt of ân agre,jment between the Catholic Unive-rsity of Goiâs and UNI. I-H said

irr"iilir p.":Ëi is tacting approp_riate tunding 3nd t!r"t ihe will reJort lg EWGA on its

financial situation. tt seems ttrat Lutzenbelger is in favour of the Brazilian government

- r aiding the project.

d) Brazilian plans to bomb clandestine airstrips

I .lt pointed out that neither Davi Kopgnawa nor Ailton Krenak agre! with the

dynamiting àf tn" chndestine airsfips in the Yanomami area The Yanomami were not

consulted about this matter and theÿare aftaid that it may only be a temporary solution

which would cause great local environmental $m1ge. By the time of the meeting there

*6 no informationivailabte about the actual bombing oi any aimtrip in the Yanomami

;ga il"t"ly we have received news that from 2 to 15 Maythe first fourteen airstrips

;; .i".tr.ied, but by 20 July eight of them had already 6een repaired and are in use

again.l- 
lt seems that there are some nrmours that the Yanomami area is running out of

gold, but no one has confrrmed them-

e) International campaigns for the Yanomami

I.H.asked the participants to send to Davi Kopenawa all writæn information

received on the Yanômami. This request was madè by Davi Kopenawa himself
becausethere havebeen many international fund-raising campaigns t-or the Yanomamr

but he has not yet seen any of the funds they might have generated.

3) GI.]'TANAS AND SURINAME.

a) Current situation

IVV reported that the situation in the guyrn"t is becoming -Yort as-gold

miners rr" 
"*piU.A 

from Brazil. In addition, the Paianapaneml road lrykinq Boa Vista

;;J 6;g;tôwn is being paved, facilitating the invasion by garimpeiros - Dr-
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the reeion, transcending the national borders of Brazil and the Guyana§. This would be

;';;ili;;iiônai enort"very similar to that'of the Colombian government.with the

Â;;;, ;here the local peop.le manage th.ei1 ow.n resources based on their own

iü;l.d;. and e*perience. WV annoùnced that there will be a m-eeting and film
;;Ëi'Èiti;i"Uort thL Guyanas in London, on 12 June, and that he will report later to

ËWôn on it and possiblè developments that the Group could promote.

' b) Possible action

With regard to iossible action with the E,C, BR mentioned that the latest tnmé

Convention üifor ttrd first time a general title on environment and cultural identity,

-O ,fr"t *" should explore the new ôppornrnities arising from this. He proposed three

concrete actions:

1) EWGA could write to the Foundation for ACP-EEC. Cultural Co-

operati;; indicating the problems of the indigenous peoples in Suriname and the

drï*"r and askinglhem io take a sfong positr_on on the issue;--'*'îi'- Witf,i, the context of the-Lômé Convention the EC can influence overall

developâent programmes of those countries. If we iSfqntify- problems in these

programmes, we should express our concern to the EC and ask them to take

àoorouriate measures; and

microproiects. Small p;Étr with indigenous peoples in the Lomé countries can be

il;".!6.,üti.," ec, .r'lÀoügh a grgltemïay ari'se because one of the requirements is

that the prdjeqts be approved by their national governments. 
.

Another possible project funding ryur-æ f91b.oth Lomé and non-[.omé countries

is the fC;iégio'rJ p."d"d-e", whicî deals with international projects (such as the

proposed multinational park in the Guyanas regrgn!
"'"t"Ïil'Jr"ïoi"t.i out that rhe'new Lr-mé Convention contains provisions for

environmental làpaciassessménts (ElA) an!!1n on export of waste, which should

;;"bü; for;! investments made by the EC in the whole of I-atin America.

4) COLOMBIA

Land Rights of Amazon Indians

The Chairman asked LII to brief the participants on the current situation of the

Colombian government's project of handing land back to.the Amazon Indians and on

th;;d;ir*"which tras recenüy arisen abou-t the non-involvemeltin the project of the

N"ti.r"t organization of Indigénous Peo,ples of colombia (oYC) 
^ r-r:^_

l,ff îaia that there traie Ueen sonie problems between the Amazon lndians and

tne ottrer üàigenous-oiganizations, the mâin one involving ONIC._ OM_C is mainly

Ëà* ttrJ ioromUian"coast and ii seem's that there are many differerlç1 in attitudes

ù;;;them and the Amazon Indians. In addition, thgre has been criticism because

ô1g16Ç;nàt inuoir.A iott 
" 

beginning of the C,919m!iar-r government's projec-t in the

À*"ror.- or. Hildebrana, nàa oi moiginous Affairs in thè governme.nt of Colombia,

""t"o*i.Og"s 
ttresepioUtems and has-recently tabled a proposal to discuss the issue

with the indigenous organizations.
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5 ) I.,('UADOR

'fhe Huaorani Indians and oil exploitation in the Amazon

\4 V mentioned a recent report by Corporaciôn para la Defensa de la Vida , of
Ecuador, which describes the problems faced by the Huaorani Indians whose lands are
being invaded for oil exploitation, and their legal action against the government. The
government of Ecuador has officially handed land back to the Indians in the Amazon,
but this measure has not, to date, been enforced. British Gas, a U.K. state owned
company, which has oil camps in the Ecuadorian Amazon, is being contacted by NGOs
in England over this issue. WV reported that CONOCO, an American company, is
also exploiting oil in the area and we could link with the American groups in order to
more effectively exert pressure on the company.

'l'A proposed that we contact the Confederation of Indigenous Nationalities of
Ecuadorian Amazonia to obtain information from them; JK considers it the task of
COICA, the umbrella organization for indigenous organizations of the Amazon basin,
to send information from its members directly to international groups.

6 ) IIr\I'S I'}ROI')OSALS

. The Chairman introduced [II\{, a Member of the European Parliament, who is
very active in promoting sustainable development policies on both Euro,pean and global
levels. HNI briefly related two recent ideas for new initiatives.

IIM called attention to the fact that currently there is no international
organization which is concerned exclusively with the protection of forests. The ITTO
and the TFAP, the two leading international institutions dealing with ropical forests,
focus their acti.vities on trade and exploitation, respectivelÿ, and not on preservation.
He *,ants to propose to the European Parliament and to an organization called GI,OBE -
Cilobal lægislators Organization for a Balanced Environment (an organization of
environmental parliamentarians), the creation of an International Convention for the
hotection of the World Forests. As an example, the'International Whale Convention
can be cited, for in the same way as the latter, the Convention wôuld lead to the creation
of a monitoring organization.

The second idea concerns the creation of an oïganization which would regulaæ
tropical timber exports. lt would be formed by the main tropical timber producer and
importer countries, which would be under the presidency of an independent
international organization with expertise in forest conservation, such as UNEP. This
idea arose during IIM's discussion with the Indonesian Minister for the Environment,
who is seeking possible solutions to the problem faced by his country, whose largest
income source comes from tropical timber exportation. A solution seems o be possible
only if the tropical timber producer countries can maintain their level of income from
timber exports and at the same time develop sustainable fores§.

A possible solution would be to get the three main importers (the United States,
Japan and the European Community) and the three main producer countries in the
future (Indonesia, Z.ave and Brazil) to negotiate contracts on timber quotas, based on
sustainable development and on a considerable rise in prices in order to reflect the true
environmental costs of tropical timber exploitation. In this manner, far fewer forests
would have to be cleared while providing the same income. As these "main actors"
commit themselves to these agreements, other counües would have to follow. There
are some shortcomings to this idea, for example that only a few countries would be
setting the world prices. Another point still to be clarified is what effect would a rise in
prices have on the timber market. He asked the participants to reflect on the idea.
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' RS reported that there is already some movement going on about a conventron
on the protection of world forests. which started off during a meeting that happened rn

Milan, attended by various indigenous people's groups.

7) THE VISTT OI' PADRE PAULO JOANIL DA SILVA

WV reported that Padre Joanil, who lives in the city of Marabâ, Parâ, in the

Carajâs region'of Brazil, will be visiting Europe in May. Süggestions as to whom he

could meet are very welcome. JS is the person who is organizing the visit, particularly
in Spain, where the Padre is to meet with socialist parliamentarians, human rights
groups, trade unions and the Spanish government agency for co-operation with the

Third World. ÿl'V has already contacted some people who are interested in meeting
Padre Paulo, such as Carlos Pimenta and IIM (MEPs), and the German Green Partv.
Other suggestions of possible interesting contacts were the International Council for
Free Trade Unions in Brussels and officials in the European Commission dealing with
Brazilian issues, such as Catherine Guibourgh of DG-I.' .lS explains the importance of the Padre's visit, which will attract attention to
one of the current biggest problems in the Brazilian Amazon: the Grande Carajâs
Project. The environmental and human rights problems in the region are enormoLls.

During the last decade more than 1,000 people were killed in Amazonia. Padre Paulo
knows very well the situation in Carajâs and has-been fighting forhuman rights and

environmental preservation there for at least l0 years. He works with Amnestv
International and Comissdo Pastoral da Tema, the latter dealing with land distributiorr
issues, which are among the most important causes of the difficult situation in
Amazonia. A proposal is being put to the Spanish government to finance a small
program'dealin! with environmental and development issues in Carajâs. in the bai-rrt

Tocantirs region.' 
BR iito ask for the inclusion of the Carajâs issue in the agenda of the Council

of Ministers meeting on the environment, to be held on 28 May, and suggested that
Padre Paulo could meet with the Spanish Minister of Development in Spain before that.

as a way to exert pressure for this inclusion.

It ) CARAJAS

' a) Situation

BR reported that the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC)_hal already
disbursd $257 million to the C-arajâs iron mining project. A recent World Bank impact

assessment study on Carajâs states that CVRD (the Brazilian mining. company
developing the pioject) has not tulfilled the environmental and social_p^rovisions.of the

toan. ihis means à breach of contract. Also, in the statutes of the ECSC it is said that

any project it finances has to take "sustainability" into account. This is not the case in

the loan to Carajâs.

b) Action

BR stated that, unfortunately, the EC has not been reporting adequately to the

European Parliament (EP) about the Carajâs issue. That is why-it is important to focus

our work not only on what is happening in Amazonia, but also on the relationship
between the EC ahd the EP, in ordèr for the EP to obtain more control over EC loan

conditions. The environmental committee of the EP has discussed with some EC

officials about the possibility of a moratorium on all pig-iron imports, and on assistance
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inter-ministerial council for the Carajâs Project has been blocking all proposais tor the

study of alternatives to the use of charcoal. .lK warns that any boycott action must first
coniult witti local NGO's. It is agreed that UNI. CEDI, Padrê Paulo and otirers will be

il;Ë"bdit "t*ttpt

9) LONG-I'ERM ALLIANCI'I,S BE'I'WrlIrN NORI'H AND SOUTII

LH àentioned that there have been ever stronger pleas from southern to
nofihern countries for more long-term commitrnent alliances. In a recent visit to
Colombia and Brazil, LH heard from indigenous peoples and rubber-tappers that they

want more infrastructure investments and technical assistance. They want their values

respecæd and to be able to manage their own projects.' 
She also pointed out the dangers involved in trying to force forest communities

to directly respond to western market foqcgs. [f. for example, the rubber-tappers have

to immediaælÿ develop economically üable exractive systems, they will not beable to
make them enïironme-ntally sustainable. We may have to support them fina-'lcia11y, for
example by paying higher prices for their products. which would include the costs for
preserving the forests.

10) THE YANOÿIAMI IN VENI,ZUT]I.A

JC stated that in Venezuela the situation is different from that in Brazil. Health

Drogrammes are better managed in'Venezuela, and there are many small Venezuelan

lroüps working in the.region. The pr-oblem is that they need financial support. In a
ireeûng in August 1989, doctors, anthropologists, missionaries and politicians came up
with alealth plan for the Yanomami. jC is proposing an itinerary exposition on the
Venezuelan Yanomami to raise funds for the health plan.

11) \ryORLD BANK LOAN T0 RONI)ONIA

-7-

He also asked people who have been sending letters to the Wts
or/and to the cliielof the environmental department to continue

(

after.
executive
doing so, because these letters have considerabiy helped in raising environmental
consciousness in the WB.

TA mentioned that there is a group of anthropologists of the Instiruro de

Antropologia e Meio Ambiente (IAMA) (lnstitute of Anthropology an-d Environment)
qf Sâô Paùlo, who have been working in Rondônia for a long time and are consultants
to the V/8. WV noted that the IAMA was also behind some of the Group's initiatives
and lobbying campaigns.

a
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t2) EX',TRAC'il\''Ii RIISU,RVI.S
1..

CR reported that to date, four "extractive reserves" have been impiemented in
the Brazilian Amazon.\n the states of Acre, Rondônia and A;r.:Bâ. AII wdre created in
the last days of the Sarney government. In a recent meeting wirh Jüüo Barbosa, the
president ôf tfre Consethô Nacional dos Seinguciros (C§§tr,q[e-rr/g§ lald that the
seringueiro,s are preparing a comprehensive program includr$ Foj.gtl from each of
the 35 rubber-tappei conitituencies affiliated to the CNS. These proiects are to be
discussed in a meeting to be held in June with NGOs a;id sovet',ilnettal agencies. They
would address the màn needs of each community. artri are being planned tirrd rvould be
managed by the locals themselves. They may include prcpqsals fo,f the creation of
coopàativds, schools and health assistance. Jülio Barbosa pointed out that w-!a! mfY
seeà a priority to outsiders is not necessarily a onority to the rubber-appers living in
the region, and the main reason for the preparation of this ptogram i§ to create a co-
ordiniting structure through which the CNS can ensure thatJurids are allocated in the

best way possible to serve the seringueiros needs.
h§ added that the projectiwill be of threc'-yea;' ji,raiion, arri wiil provide

international groups rvhich warit to fund projects in the regio;i u'jt-i a clear idea of what

are the optiois and priorities for financing. On the olher hanC. although funds are

becoming available for big projects. sorne l:asic rcÊr.1: âi:- ;r.ll ;rt"kir;g financing. (For

example, the C){S does not have a far rn.icliinc v'311i

13) XrN G U

The Chairman raised the matter cf the pr:bliczttic;t . : . ite L-,.lisll ÿ-eision of the

book: "The Xingu Hydroelectric Pou,er Pl-a;its ai:c il. Ël:,,.--' i:eople", by. the

Comissdo Prô-litlio. 
-The 

book has alreadv been pui-,i'slicd irr F,:i;ruguese and the

Comissüo Prô-lntlio welcomes any ass,;siiii,c,, ft'i :ir- 1,1:--^r ;-;'..',tl ùi the English
version.

The latesi, new's about the Xingu d.r;lls is ii;.ri:.,i;:--,-,. ..':È'r 'la"'c not been

financed, the plans remain "on the table-'; i1 iun,;: beco.:i,: :i ..i-..u-i iney still can start

consrucîion.^ ]i.li says that last November c,i' Dec:ii ''e: El::i':;rorte decided to
concenEate its elibrts ôn theplanning of onl-v olrc ot th. :'- : )1-i;,qu tl'.:-is. Cararaô. JS
pointed out that private finanèing for dams is, r.'-', imix.',- ,--,1' 'r. -::;.i. irr Amazonia the

irst privaæly fiiranced dam is now getting st:'i':tc. 
l

14) PLAN 2()10

BR proposed that the Brazilian Pian 2;',,. .ii;..i!.., :.üw^a priority for
discussion and action, and that we could start a kinc c: ;ainpaii,., ^:;anifcst on the issue

in Order tO act in advanCe, trying tO raise âwârer;':s :;:'jil,; .l,e sitilatiOn beCOmeS

critical. RS pointed out tÉat miiissue is also poi:tri;;il" ;inpor-rnt l9Y in Brazil,
because the Pian may be changed in Congress -iuit al-ter iii; .r'.t,cii{iirs wirich are due in
October. A contact ierson inArazil is lr{auricio '"ti:,,i.., .'.ni,. \a'iri-i is charged with the

environmental progràmme of the Punido dos Trtbuii',i.i'<'t;:: ,i{') (\ oikers P^tfy.).
\{V wamed that thé plan concerns the whole ene:qi pclr;'" ., ';:il end. therefore, in
preparing a strategy, we should think on the nationai scaie i,i i; ,.ui ô.riv in Amazonia.

iS'nrenti"oned that"éonstruction of a neu,darn in the .{n'razoii. ,- .,,':i'(iï.i ?orteira.has
recently started; it will provideenerg)/ tc) th(rcitY oi 1.,;,'..,..

(
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I:5 ) PI.]RU

\1'V raised the issue of the COICA's meeting in lquitos, Peru. CM will attend
the meeting and will report to E\ryGA on its results. JS thinks EWGA should write to
the new president of Peru to express our concern about the situation of human rights
and the environment in the Peruvian Amazon, which are related to the war and drugs
problems, and the proposed road linking Cruzeiro do Sul and Puccalpa. VB explained
briefly the work he was involved in with the EC and COTA (Colleuif d'échanges pour
lu Technologie Appropriée ), in a campaign of public awareness on drugs and how this
is a development related problem.

I6) .IAI'AN

Vl'V mentioned the recent publication of a document on the Japanese foreign aid
policy. RS mentioned that FoE in the Netherlands is preparing a "Japan day", which
will be mainly concerned with Japan's participation in Sarawak but will also include the
Amazon.

I7I DUTCII REFORESTATION PROGRAM TO OFI'SET CO2
EMISSIONS

CR reported'on the Dutch Electricity Board proposal presented to the Dutch
Ministry of Natural Resources and Fisheries; a reforestation project for 250,000 ha in
tropical countries in order to offset CO2 emissions of two new power plants to be built
in Holland. The project would be developed under the umbrella of the TFAP over 25
years time, with an estimated spending of $20 million per year. Although the Board's
intentions may be primarily good, it has been criticized mainly on three points:

I ) The focus in energy policy should be supporting energy saving in the
North and not compensation of increased CO2 emissions through plantations in the
South.

2) Before thinking of reforestation, one should consider investing in
preJects to halt deforestation and to support energy saving in the South.

3) Tree plantations in the tropics have been disastrous experiences up to
now. Monocultures are not the solution to environmental problems ând the local
population of these replanted areas often feel they do not Éave access to the land
anymore.

A Foundation will be created to coordinate the reforestation progr4mme. Dutch
environmental and development NGOs are asking for a reprèsenÉtion in this
Foundation's Board in order to be able to influence the developmênt of the program.
So far no decision on this matter has been made. Herman Verhagen from Vereniging
Milieudefensie will report to E:WGA on the follow-up.

NI]!l'S I GENE,RAL

I 8 ) VB pointed out that the EC is looking for main lines or programmes to work in
environmental matters and that environmental NGOs like the EWGA have an important
role to play in providing the EC with the kind of information and structure needed to
develop such programmes.
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I 9) PJ reportedabouta
I BAMA, Museu Goeldi. and

2(ll The Chairman
dates on electronic
government.

mosquito plague around the region of Tucurui. Reports by
say the plague is a public disaster.

informed that C I of Brazil is putting out regular bulletin up-
Greenet) on Yanomami,and the Collor

?,!l RS reported that in a meeting in Rome last April, the North-South Campaign
piesented a report on the Italian involvement in Amazonia (governmental and private).
They ar_e atso âdvising the_EC on the preparation of a paper on Tropical Fore§ts.

22) JB informed about two campaigns in Belgium:
1) The creation of the-Yanomami Park; a demonstration in front of the

Brazilian Embassy will happen on 5 March
2) Tlie inclusion of indigenous people's issues in the political program of

the Government of Flanders. r

23) CM mentioned that a meeting will be held in Viehna in July, with the
participation of indigenous peoples, such as the K'una of Panama and ONIC of
'Colombia, in order io organize their activities for the 500th anniversary of the
colonization of A merica-

211 1'A reported on the publication of a research on possible ways. through ryhic!
indigenous pèople's positions can be taken into account in the environmental and

development discussion.

2il JS mentioned that AIDESEP and CONFENIAE, the national indigenous
organizations of Peru and Ecuador resp_ectively, are currently receivin§ fînancial
asiistance from a governmental agency in Spain.

261 The Chairman reported on the recent initiative for an alliance of European
towns. Claritta Müller, from West Germany, is coordinating the program, in which
COICA is also involved. Information on this was disfibuted at the meeting.

mail (Geonet

NI.]X'I VTIiE,l'ING

The next meeting of the Group was set for 7 Sepæmber 1990, at a location to be

confirmed.

ADJOURNI\4ENT

With no further business to attend to, the Chairman thanked the participants for
theii attendance and adjourned the meeting at l6:30.

C.R.
r9t7tgo
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