Nathan
Jachkson of
Ketchikan, a
_Tlingitcarver,
atworkona
totem pole that
now standsina
paurtyard gt

Juneau's
Canventien and
Visitor's .’
Buregu.

ALASKA'S
NATIVES
TRYA
TASTE OF
'CAPITALISM

By Andrew L. Yarrow

HE RAVEN, ACCORDING TO THE LEGENDS OF
Alaska's Tlingit Indians, was unhappy because the
world was dark — but then he learned of an old Indian
Ghief who kept a sun, a moon and some stars hidden
hway in a bentwood box. So the wily Raven transformed
1f into a child and managed to get hold of the bax,
fore he was done, he had released the sun, the moon
and the stars, and the heavens were all aglow.
| Jn a third-floor office of the steel-and-glass headquar-
ters of the Sealaska Corporation in downtown Juneau, the image of
a raven dances across a compuyter screen, David G. Katzeek, the
president of the company’s cultural foundation, laughs delightedly
and points to the accompanying text that recounts the legend. Thian
he shifts to another pro , and a salmon replaces the ravep,
*Type in the English word,’ Katzeek says, ‘‘and the computer Wm
print the Tlingit word.” v,

The program was developed to help Tlingit children learn abant
their culture. *“Much bf our heritage was recorded on totem poles,”
Katseek says matter-of-factly. ‘‘They were functional. Computers
preypally podifferent.”

sealaska and its foundation are part of a remarkable experiment,
an effort by the Federal Gavernment to give Alaska’s 70,000 Eski-
mos, Aleuts and Indians a chance to control their own economic and
cultural destiny. In 1971, the Alaska Native Claims Settlement Act
created }3 native-owned regional corporations and about 200 village
cprporations and endowed them with nearly $1 billion to invest and
&4 million acres of land to develop. The corporations would lift thou-
sands 'of natives out of dire poverty, generating rapid economic
growth, providing jobs and paying generous dividends. At least that
was the theory.

In practice, the native-claims act has raised the political con-
sciqusneas:of Alaskan natives and helped spur something of a cul-
tural renalssance. But few of the regional companies have beep
profltuhla. Government delays in transferring land, corporate
power struggles and poor management (Continued on Page §1)

Andraw L, Yarrow is a researcher on the staff of this magazine,
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ALASKA

Continued from Page 36

have kept - dividends = low,
Hopes foy @ surge in native
emplaymgnt ' have ' been
dasheqd, And many natives
fear thag, when the'stock in
the corporations becomes
. ayailahje for sale in 1991, non-
natives will take over the
companies; \

A fast-growing, angry dissi-
dent group representing some
80 villages is demanding that
native lands be taken from

* the corparations and placed
in the care of traditional
tribal couneils. ‘‘People are
realizing what they are los-
ing,"”" says 8heldon |. Katcha-
tag, the group’s Jeader. “That
includes gomtrol of their re-
sources m access (o their

“land,™~

OHN BORBRIDGE IR.,
58, is & Tlingit apd a long-
time native leader. A gen-
tle, reflective man, he
Jeans back in his chair in a
hotel restaurant in Juneau

_ and egsts his mind back twa

decades when he traveled to

w ta lopby for the

passage of the native-claims
act.

Borbridge ' believed that
Sealaska and the others
would not become ‘‘carbon
coples'” of the standard,
profit-oriented corporation.
‘They were formed,’’ he re-
calls, “as part of a high-
minded cause seeking jus-
tice. These would be corpora-
tions with a conscience, with
asoul."

When he went to Washing-
ton, Alaska was in ferment.
The 1858 Statehood Act had
given the government in Ju-
neau the right to take over al-
most g third of the state’s 375
million acres. Oil companies
were filing for leases to drijll.
Native land was even being
sold in five-acre lots ‘at the
New York World’s Fair. “We
were determined to preserve
our land base,”’ Borbridge re-
calls.

Natives organized political-
ly. The Alaska Federation of
Natives was founded; it
would become the major
statewide Indian orgapiza-
tion. Teams of natives were
sent from village to village,
documenting the sites where

families had fished and
hunted for generatiohs. As
opposed to most other, Amer-

kan natives had never gigned
away their ancestral 1ands to
the Federal Govieynment.
Their thaps, presented tp the
Bureay” -of: Land  Manage-
ment, elalmed virpually the
whole stpte. . An uplikely
caalition of libéral pojiticians
and oil-industry  labbyists
pushed far a seftlement, and
eyentually Congress obliged.
It was a revolutionary plan.
Past Government = policies
had wavered petween main-
taining  ¢ripal culture and
pushing Indiaps toward as.
similation, The native-claims
act reflected poth points of
view, but |eft -it. unclear
whether the new pative cor-
porations ' were fa° be pri-
marily defenders -aof tradi-
tional cultyre or insfruments
of economyig: dlevalopment..
Alaskaps who were at least
one-quarter native hecame
the owners pf shayes of stock
in newly argapized regional
corporatigns and in vijlage or
urban  corparatipns, (For
Alaskan patjves living out-
side the state, a regional cor-
poration was #et up in Seat-
tle.) All tolq, the co ations
would owp ‘almost §8 much

ican Indian tribes, the Alas-’

land as is held by all other na-
tive Americans put together.
The Federal Gavernment
also promised to disburse
$462 million, with another
$500 million to be provided'
' from taxes. on oil leases.
Abaout 10 percent of the total
would go directly to individu-
als; the remaindeyr would be
split between regional and
village corporations,
John Borbridge was elected

— its name derives from its
location in the southeastern

years in the job were tumul-

bottom line,’” he says, “I
hoped it would be a people-
oriented organization.” But
critics focused on his business

ample, he presided over the
purchase of the Alaska Brick
Company, a_ general con-
struction company, just as
the Alaska pipeline building
boom was ending. Two years
later, he was deposed as
leader of the corporation he
had helped to create.

The man who runs Sealaska
today is a different type.
Forty-one-year-old Byron I,
Mallott, son of a Tlingit
mother angd a French trapper,
is the compleat executive —

the first president of Sealaska .

corner of the state. His six

tuous. ‘‘While addressing the:

stewardship. In 1976, for ex-:

hair parted down the middle, 7
'He studied political science
.and served as an ajde to for-

mer Senator Mike Grave] be- !

fore taking over the nation's
largest native Amencan oox‘—
poration.

Sealaska's employees work
as loggers in the forests of the
Alaska panhandle, as con-

age, and on fishing boats and
in canneries from Oregon to
the Bering Strajt. (Employ-
ment varies between a sum-
mer high of 2,100 and a winter
low of 1,000.) The company’s
estimated 1984 revenues of
$230 million on pssets of $420
million make it, hy all ac-
counts, the bellwpther of the
new corporationg, ' :
Sealaska is awned by 16,000
Indians, ‘'most of them mem-

bers of the Tlingis tribe. Their -

ancestors were well settled

.along - the ' isjand-studded
‘southeastam cogstline 5,000
years before the first Euro-

peans arrived in 1741, (The
newcomers were impressed
by the Tlingits' elaborately
carved. totem: poles, and by
the potlatch cepgmony, an ex-
travagant rite of gift-giving
and feasting that advertised a
clan’s wealth and prestige,)
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Hold everything-Tivoli is on sale!

Our exclusive Tivoli storage units hold everything. In oak or teak veneers, the'system consists of narrow and wide stacking units and narrow and wide tall unlts
There are shelves, drawers, doors, drop fronts, record dividaers, desks hedroom chests, etc. So hurry in—for these special sale prices.

1 narrow tall upit with

3 drawers, single glass door,
Jight shelf $279.50 Reg. $315.

Shown: Wide
top and base
pnits with 4
drawers and
double glass
rs $318.80
, $355; wide
top and base units
with double doors $185
Reag. $210; narrow top
and base units with 4 drawers,
record divider $249 Reg. $275.
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meager but traditional, and thus /.-
: acceptable has been lost for many

The modern world has mtruded m
the form of snowmobiles and pash £
incomes. A way of life that had beenv o

Mpagan Al

and other natives eked out a
subsistence living, Eskimos
hunted and fished in the Arc-
tic and the Aleut peoples in-
habited the string of islands
that curl westward toward Si-
beria. The largest of the In-
dian tribes are the Athabas-
cans of the interior and the
Tlingits. !

. Inthis century, the modem
world has_intruded in -the
form of snowmobiles = and
cash incomes, A way of life
that had been, K meager but
traditional, and thus accepty
able, has been lost for many,
Now native leaders measure
their people’s lot in terms of a
50 percent unemployment
rate, poor health care and

housing.

Borbridge and Byron Mallott
believed that the "native-
claims act could change all
that. Today, they are not so
sure, and ‘theyvybelieve that
Washington has been much to
blame. ““There’s no question
in my mind,” Mallott says,
“‘that the purpose and intent
of the act were not followed
by the Federal Government,'’
| Before any land could be

transferred to the corpora-
tiong, the Interior Depart-
ment's Bureau of Land Man-
agement required that claims
by non-natives be identified
and resolved. It was years be-
-fore the corporations started
taking title, Even today, only
two-thirds of the land has
been transferred, and the
process still goes on. Accord-
ing to Richard M. Balsiger,
executive management offi-
cer of the Bureau of Indian
Affairs, at the present rate it
may be another 40 years be-
fore all the land surveys are
completed.

The delays ‘have proved
costly. Sealaska, for exam-
ple, went into the forest-prod-
ucts business in 1980, just
after receiving title to its first
substantial tracts of land. As
its first cargoes of logs were
being shipped, timber prices
began to plummet, and have
been depressed ever since.

““The act said to interpret in
favor of the Indians if there
was doubt about land titles,”’
says Emil Notti, a founder of
the Alaska Federation of Na-

education, and sybstandard

Many natives like John |

tives who now seryes . as a
State .commyiegioner . of  com-
_munity and regional affairs,
.‘But the Interjqr Department
chose , pot . to.idq | that... It
created a spiderwab.of case-
.ments across Alagka. We had
£9 g9 inta court ghout g dozep
times," . Corporations ;. bor- -
yoweqd money and cut timber
to pay an gstimated $50 mil-
[Moninlegal fees, . . 00, i
i-A Jauch. heavier toll. was .
taken by delays in paying oft
the natjves' billion-dollar set-
tlement. By the time that pro.
“cess was completed . in 1981,
the double-digit lnﬂatiou )
‘the 1970's had
halt

A5 b,

" reads " *“Washington |
Fish & pyltor Compa.
“ny, Ocean Beanty Seafoods,'
Inside the cald, cavernous
warehouse . o 'the Seattle
waterfront, ;. men  in' yellow
i waterproof aprpns scurry

about — unloading a trawler

with last night’s catch of hali- /.

but, salmon and crab. The .
fish are graded by size and %
sliced up with giant knives in /"
preparation for canning and
‘freezing

Ocean Beauty s by far the
largest of Sealaska's’ four
subsidiarieq, .Jt shipg more %

than 50 million pounds of fish

a year from 1j compapy sites
in three stateg to markets as
distant as Japan and Europe,: ‘;,
The compapy has had its
problems. In. 1882, after a
botulism incident in Belgium
involving &
Beauty salmon, the company..
had to undertake a massive -
recall. Today, foreign compe-
tition and dec) catches |
have left the north Pacific s
tishing indusiry in the dol-
drums.

Yet the problems of Sea-' .
laska and the other corpora-
tions cannot all be laid to bad 4
luck or Goyernment yed tape, *
The natives whq weye chosen
to run the organizations had
no experjence managing mul- .
timillion-dollar - businesses,
At an Interior Department v"
hearing tm Alaska, one Es.
kimo commented: “They set =
us down and said, *You're a__,
corporation, now act like:

,.one," It would be like setting a '.’
bunch of Wall Street people
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- holder meetings became bois-

ing, ‘Now go catch a whale.' "

Moreovey, according  to'
George W, Rogers, an econo-
mist wha has worked in the
state government, the: first
priority of many native cqrs;
porations was to build an

quarters complete with lav-
ish board rooms, He adds:
““The people who benefited
most were corporate officers,
They got very cushy jobs,
high salaries, all the perks.
They moved out of the vil-
lages and became saparated
from the people,"’

. But the people soon became
impatlent not only with the
managers’ life styles but with
their results: the floundering
companies paid few ' divi-
dends and made little head-
way toward providing new
jobs for the natives. Share-

terous affairs.

At Sealaska, John Bor-
bridge was voted out of ofﬂce
and re| by a non-native,
Michael H. Chittick, a gradu-
ate of Dutmouth’s Amos
Tuck business school and a
former 1.T.T. executive. Sea-
laska built a $391,000- house
for Chittick and paid him
more than $160,000 a year, .
Shareholders objected, even
though the company grew
dramatically during his ten-
ure. In 1982 he was replaced
by Byron Mallott.

The corporation’s pertorm-
ance has improved dramati-
cally, and experts give Mal-
lott high marks, Says eco-
nomic consultant D, Eric Mc-
Dowell, ‘‘He understands that
the bottom line is not the only
thing, but it’s the first.thing."
The company went from a $28
million Joss in 1882 to a profit.
of almost $4 million the fol-

lowing year. ,

down in the Arctic and say-

sSeptember’s

‘big white smokehouse is filled .
'pany s - recent. , profits,

divesting itself of unprofit, ’

‘native-claims "

time | uplon” went 'on’ strike ..~
_against B paciictt e

/i The ‘ shareholders ' pf ’ .
laska are still lmpauent.*m A
' shareholders’ :
meeting, critlcs complained -
pbout infrequent - dividends
and six-figure executive 'sal- -

;arles, Dayid /J.. Parish, 8% o
ishareholder . from . Juneau,f "
elaborate corporate head.:|®

new Sealaska bujlding; “0ur—'

with bureaucrats ipsensitive :
to the poor and diregirs uv.? ¢

ing in a self-m
proba oo
 Moreaver; despite the com: '-ﬁr

prospects seemy’ |imited. Ex- ///
perts see little chance of an i
upturn in seafoad and timber ! "
markets. .- Sealaska - cannot * f
easily move into new fields by . |

4

able operations — by selling’
oft its forest lands, for exam- -
ple.i o % 4
The company s also em. - |
brofled in 8 controversy over s
shayeholder / * employment, * |
Many natives expected that
the corparations set up by the
act? fwould
create jobs for ahg;eholders s

employees is & shareholder;
Twp' maonths .ago, a mari-,

I g al “chlﬂc &,
Westemym%m, ) .gg .07
subsidiary. " The " union¥desh i |
manded ' that ‘the - mmpanym PoRp
ychansn its mm policies tg b

ye

sands of shareholders. but the
corporation's ‘board -resisted /
and the strike settlement 14!; w P s
hiring practjces unchanged , A
For Sealaska and the other ,;.v i

corporations, . the . employ.
ment issuq a fundam
tal dﬂem Several of Sea-
laska’s subsidjaries, for’ex,
ample, werg already going
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DREW MIDDLETON; (CROSSROADS OF) IIODERN 3
WARFARE — After the ‘'Fall of France," ,,, many .., |
pelieved . . . the war was over, . .. But the Russians were’
not cheered. . . . They had expected a long, bloody struggle
between the Axis and the Alljes . ,
rope . . . an easy prey for Moscow's missionaries,

ofm
gED

DERE DEERE
CoERR ERCR
Oj®|Of—| >} cl

oo =

=[m|v|c|o

o|=j—|=|o]

—
ERE

. that would |eave 8!l Eu-




PN

Py e S

At last there’s an unlined bra that nothing shows thrqugh, Wamer s excluswe three-in- OPAQUE :

ane fapric is llghtwelght yet opgque. That's why Sight Unseen bras ean helg prevent show- through

even without a lining. Sight Unseen underwire, soft cup of strapless styles in white, beige or black;:

nderwire # |2

$14.50B,C. §15. C)D

Strapless #1128
$13.508,C. $14.50D.

Scht Cup #1226
$12.50

- A

Y5 ; B. Altman & Co., Lord & Taylor, :
! Macy's, Bamberger's, A&S, Gimbels, Hahna's, Stern’s and other fine stores.

3

-

—

THE NEW YORK TIMES MAGAZINE / u/mcu 11. ms l3

\.(”Ai -




e i

; ’concernswhenu\eybecame
“. part. of the corporation and

M thely. pwn work, forces,

AM many  natives lack the

" skills needed to hold down-

. jobs .with the subsidiaries.
- Sealaskq. Jias experimented
“with job-ttﬂinhm programs,
and Byron Mallott insists that
“shareholder  hiring is a top
priority, put he is also deter-

| mined not to let princtple get
, the bestof profy.

,l WALKIN 0 om.ps
¢ leth pne: x;glrlg That

slgn, qutside ‘the Eskimo.
‘town of_Kotzebue,’ near the
" Actic Citele, placed there by

the local corporation, Feflects
8" lﬂns -time. Pmblcm, Slncc
the 19th cantury, the Alaskan

native's
+ been erodedbyvtmru ways’
“and. yaluey.;. Firmarms, and

outboardu ern-
. ol ot m

potlalchu angd

mwtimal worldhas ‘

the cash econoxny" - such

changes took their tol} on the
native culture. .Carved fig-
upes appeared with Cauca-
sian features, wearing ' top
hats. Children were no longer
taught tribal legends or the
skills atid games af the old
life. Alcoholism became en-.
demic. In Alaska'today, mur-
der is 12 times mare common
amang natives than non-na-
tives, and suicides among na-
tives are triple the national
average, ,

In many ways, the native-
claims act.has accelerated

_the Westernization process,

There is bound to be a prob-
lem, says native Jeader Emil
Notti, when *‘you jerk people
through a couple of centuries
of- development, from being
subsistence hunters to corpo-
rate officers, in a genera-
tion.’" But some corporations
and native leaders have
begun new efforts to combat
those effects, |

. Sixty miles south of Juneaw

is densely forested Admiralty
Island, known to the Tlingits
as Kootznoowoo, ‘‘Fortress of
the Bears." The islapd's chief
village, Angpon, and its na-
tive corporation (Kqotznoo-
woo Inc.) are dedicated, in
the worgs ot its pruldent,
Ivan.P. Gamble, *‘nat to nray
too u;' km me unem
world,"}. » i Uy
Ansoﬂn's $00 'ﬂlnmn ljvein
a string of fwawstory wooden
houses, mapy on stilis, which
stretches ., around 4. ‘water-
front cove. Tp 1882, the village
was bomharded by the United
States Navy, in the mistaken
belief it was putting down a
rebellion, killing several chil-
dren. A ceptury later the peo-
ple of Angnon commemo-
rated the -enniyersary by
dedicating a ‘ney museum
and cultural cepter. Several
totem poles have peen set up
outside. the simple wooden
building, which has on dis-
play some ink'drawings of the

| ot carvings and other cere.:|’

monial objects.

The people of Angoon have
fought to maintain the tradi-
tional fishing and hi

way of lifa, Their opposition

to logging operations has won
praise from environmental-
ists and harsh criticism from
same. patjve « corporations,

*‘They’ve allowed themselves '

to be wsed by the Sierra
Club,” says Sealaska vice
president Robert W, Loesch-
er, ‘‘They are losing their cul-
tural traditions by having
fancy pro bono San Francisco
lawyers defend subsistence."!

In one form or another, all
over Alaska, the struggle for
the native-claims act and its

aftermath haye helped spur a;

campaign to save cultural
traditions. In many cases, for
example, the requirement for
proof of native ancestry in,
spired natives to explore

their family roots and led toa’
heightened interest in their.

heritage.

‘ing* Chilkat bl

Alaska Indian Arts in qu
and the Southeast'Alaska Ine?
dian Cultural Center {ny Sitke: ”

.young natives; leary weod.

‘carving and jewelrysmaking. «
.Some women are W’;\l:
robes of wool and cedar blrk
worn only on ceremanial oc-
casions. ‘The ' annua) World
Eskimo-Indian Qlympics has -
been organized to {nsure the
survival of traditiopal sports.
And last spring, & three-day
festival -of musje,
storytelling and art called
“Celebratio '84" - brought .

thouunds of people o Ju-

smce the puuae of u;e na-.
tiye-claims -act,: course§, on-
native . culturg haye " been
added’ to" the ‘University of
Alaska’s curriculum. Today, - .
almost 8 percent of the uni-
versity's 32,000 students are
natjves.“'And’'a “state’ law~
passed in 1072 requires that if .

Warmng The Surgeon General Has Determined
That Cigarette Smoking Is Dangerous 10 Your Haallh

bombardment and a handful

Experience the captivating color, 4
the glamour, the excitement! J
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~in the Peugeot

She has u:n tmy ﬁngers, around
which she has already wrapped her

e hbng

= small store, mcludmg e
-+ knited baopees that will pever stay on. .
: goesscarlet with

‘Her face

ten tiny toes.
h clOthes to stock a

angetlf

‘ therek any stalling at feeding nme

looltsl
docsnot sutwcll wuh

sider~al
e family

She has)

? knees, anda

‘She is, they 2

i lbabyanvone

;he raponsnbtl;ty of it all'

is some agreement

her g!'mdmod\er on het

gwthls notion .
other side of

will get u and check her
Pag times dur?ng her first night at’-
-.home,:gach time:making 2 mental note...
9 do smethmg about the creak

creak in the®:,

cheeks, fat lietle
no hai. ;
gree, the most beau-
ever

The 50T scaty e wrappedin s,
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pairsof lie

The car they are bringing baby

home in (fucked snugly in her very

own safety seat) is a Peugeot 505STI, - °
It is a veritable fortress of strength.

The occu

pants are cradled within a

body that is weldéd in 4,032 places. The

body is protected hy 2] separate anti-
COrTosion measures,
The su:enng of thc Peugeot is itself

a form of safety device, It “knows’ when
to step in and help the driver,,,and ©
precisely how much help is needed. If W
the road is icy or wet, the amount of x5/
power assistance is automatically cut 7.7 ¢
back so that you retain the feelofthe :»1.. :

road through your fingertips, A u.. oY 2

The Peugeot is very much acar. Wi

for comfort of mmd

..«
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The flgures are true, Nearly everyone who dlSCOVGFS‘

‘you'll understand this irresistable urge to share it.

lls someone else about it. And with just one delicious's

f. lsn'tvsharlng something special.what love is all about" :

kv . Baijleys® To know it is to Jave it. . %w L
. ﬂ lmpprted by Y[le Pa.ddmgton Corpotatim N Y., NY 34 Proaf @ 1985 {
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which suggest the infinite variety .

: Mugéres, beds and extending tables |
. Offered in-our completa, collection

, ‘. ; We Pmtect M0ne

For People
Wh@ Make Money:

Our Fiduciary Services Djvision stands
on a recard of performance and experience.
Our specialists provide highly personalized
service and a wealth of resources |n trusf and
estate administration, investmepys, {ax

plannmg;feal estate, and oil and gas property management, to prepare for
', every situation and ta help you plan for the future while reaping bencft;s
X mthepr;ﬂ:nt Sk g
+ For mere mformqtbn, write or call William Wilkie, Vice Prestdent.
| . Private Cliepts Group, 280 Park Avenue New York, N.Y. 100]? ;
; Tel 212/850—2599 Godd

Bankers Trust Company
Private Clients Group

S.‘.;&".:‘g‘.%"‘?’“"q“’“"" We Makc Money For People Who Makc Monev
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at least eight students in a I

publie school district speak a

tion they receive must be
bilingual.

The regional corporations
are playing a key role. The
NANA Corporation in the far
north, for example, has
opeped a Museum of the Arc-

tic, Sealaska, in addition to:
its - computerized language.

program, has created music
and oral-history archives and
sponsored traditional cele-
brations, Several native cor-
porations have financed so-
called “‘cultural survival
camps,’” where young natives
Jearn how to smoke salmon or
gather berries. :

THE TWO DECADES
since the land-claims
movement took root
among Alaska’s natives have
witnessed another dramatic
change. Once virtually with-
out influence in political af-
fairs, natives now play a
major role. Passage of the
native-claims act, says long-
time state legislator and
political scientist Vic Fisch-
er, bolstered the feeling that
‘“being a native is a good

“thing'* and further united the

tribes politically, They had

fought for their rights against’

the odds, and won.

Three native leaders have
run for Alaska’s lone Con-
gressional seat. Emil Notti

Ly il

native Japguage, the educa..] .

Legislature, Fischer says, JE

‘number _ of patjves have
“achieved: leadership roles.” -

In. statewide. eloctlons,lhe

“adds, the native community
actually holds the political .

balance of power between
those who seek rapid eco-:
nomic devglopment and those .

“who ; ‘are maore concerned :
about pmucﬂngﬂleenviron- t

mept.
The Aluka Fedmtlon of
Natives, * with*

fully lobbied in . Washington
for amendments to the na-

tive-claims gct and for other .

pro-native measures, In 1982,
the corporations also played a

vital role in defeating a refer-

endum that would have lim.

ited subsisteyce hunting and ..«

fishing as pmct.lced by rural
Alaskans,

Today, thepe Is heated polit- ¥
ical controversy in the state
and within the pative com-
munity over the record of the

corporations gnd their future,
Critics poipt to the spotty
financial ‘achievements —
only ‘a handful of the 13 re-
gional ' ‘corporations  have
shown cons{stent profits —
and to their fgilure to signifi-
cantly improve the natives’
economic lot; In fact, the cor-

porations haye peen moreofa .-~ /

substantial p
_financial suppaort from the
‘corporations, . has  success-

\_

i
i
)
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onw. bringing in new capital
and thousands of new ‘jobs.
But Alaska's senior Wnited
States Sepatar, Ted Stevens,
a Republican, feels 'that,
given the abstacles the corpay
rations . faced, they ‘have
achieved a record ‘‘unparal-
leled. in' American corparate
pistory.’! ‘A massive Interior
Depanmem repart to Con-
gwl sclpduied for releastg
present 3 more mixed picture
o( the act's impact. A draft
report issiad last year found
that the aet had increased na«
tive eyltural awareness and
- plitical power but had made
anly a *‘rejatively minor con.
tribution'* tq jmproving na.
tive living sjandards.

The debate is eomplicnted
by two factors, Under the na-
tive-claims a¢t, shares in the
corporations. may . be  gold
starting in 1981, and many
fear that thy companies and
the land they cantro} will be
taken qvey:hy people who are
not natives.’ Surveys 'show
that as many 8s 40 percent of
the natives*say.they might
sell theip dtock it they were

~ economjeally. . hard-pressed.
Morsaver, natives borp after
1971 have received.no stock,
even. though 'these “‘after-

" borns,” as they'are known,.
will sopn represent a third of

;henam population,
Sendtor 8tpvens - ‘favors’

mﬂﬂnﬂﬂg the Jgal date, The
‘Al ederation of Natives

has embarked gn a statewide
campaign 6 gather native
support foy. mhor changes in
the act, Théy might include
issuing new shares of stock to
after-barns and puting Jand
into a ‘‘land bank" ~ an ay-
rangement ' provided tor
under a 1980 Pederal law —
where it could not be taxed or
sold prior to davejapment.

But there is alse consider-
able support for more drastic
revisiong, Thomas R, Rerger,
a formey Canadiay Sppreme
Court justica and an expert
on native issue§.around the
world, has been conducting a
yearlong series of hearings in
some §0villages ap the effects
of the muve-clllm act. His
report, ynder the aegls of the
Alaska Native Review Com-
misgsion, §3 due out next fall.
Since’ the: pative-claims act,
Berger “says, - natives - in
Greepland, Capada and the
state of Maine have consid:
ered and rejected the; notion
of sharghojder corporatiom].
Some have estahlished corpo-
rations in which every native
is a member, but in every
case the principle of tribaj
government was affirmed.’

Several -villages have al-

ready opgnly. challenged ths

T \#E o
vl

. bomwuuka’lwemuecon- ‘

'250 native villages. “The land

.the native culture, the corpo-

native-claims act. Under the
1934, Indian Rebrganization
Act, -village triba) councild
were permitted to make and
enfarde their own jaws and
determine and poliect their
own taxes, The rebellious vil-
lages cite the reagganization
act in demanding that tribal
counails have the right to con-
trol the fand now, held by the
corparations, but the legal
standing of the natives’
claims to novemgnty is un-
clear. ..

"The tribal power movement
is gaining momentum, partic-
ularly since the creation in
1983 of the United Tribes of
Alaska. The organization, led
by Sheldon Katchatag, a 36-
year-old fisherman, now rep-
resents 80 of Alaska’s nearly

does not belong to the native
corporations,” he says. “It
belongs to the indigenous peps
ple and can't be given to any
state-chartered corporation
@r anyone without the consent
of patives through their tradi-
tional governments. Now, na-
tives only own pieces of
paper'u i

Most supporters of me
tribal power mavement, in-
cluding Katchatag, say that
native carporations could co.
exist with tribal councils. Di-
vested of the land and re-
lieved of much of their re-
spansibility as guardians of

rations' could concentrate on
managing and invming their
pssets.

Byron Mallott of Sealaska
says he understands the pres-
sures for change, ‘‘When peo-
ple are frustrated and angry
about their circumstances,'
he says, ‘‘they tend fo trans-
far that anger to institutions
that are close to them. The
expectations for an economic
windfall have been so great
that they could doom the na-
tive-claims act.”

Maljott, Senator ' Stevens
and such native leaders as
Emil Notti belieye that, given
political realities, the act was
the best settlement the Alas-
kan natives could have ob-
tained. The lapd and cash
provisions were generous,
they say, and the legislators’
intent was good, though there
should have been better pro-
tection for the lands. No one,
they say, could have foreseen
the long delays and high costs
of implementing the act, ",

Yet one thing seems: cer-
tain: Cangress will be under
intense -pressure during the
next year to make major revi-
sions. There are growing
numbers of natives, as John
Borbridge says, who feel that
“‘we yeceived justice with one
hand gnd had it taken away
with'tha other.”’ W .

A MAN AND HIS CIGAR.
The man: Terry S. Semel,

President, Warner Brothers Inc.

The cigar: Don Diego.
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Aboyet Mlchel Atulg,
+, chef of the Petyossian
" restaurpnt, prepares

acassip eake, Nean
right: §almon gtuffed

with sonllop rousse; - .

- farvight, fish filleta
and vegetableg, '

L]

PHOTOGRAPHS BY BARBRA WALZ

. DON’T ’I'HINK IT I8 UN-
necessarily chauvmlsuc to nay that New York is the ultimate city for
all things relating to food, There is scarcely an herb, spice or arcane
ingredient that cannot be found on the island of Manhattan, You ma
have to travel to Chinatown, to the Indian section on Lexipgton Ave-
nue or uptown to Harlem, but your search will probahly pe fruitful.::

And in my opinion, the ultimate *Juxury’’ restaurgut. pecently
ppened in the city. It is called Petrossian, and the owners ape among
the largest importers of all grades of caviar and foie gras jn the na-*
tion. If you like, you may go to the bar of this uncommap]y beautiful

. establishment (the décor is Art Deco) on the cgyner ot‘sovemh Ave-
nue and 58th Street and sample all the belugd, sevruga, pssetra o
" pressed caviar that your purse can afford, all the while llpplng from"

 small glass of iced vodka.

" The cost of the most expensive meal is about $88 per parlm for a
complete caviar tasting, plus smoked salmon and 4mer|, At mid-
day, there is a fixed price — $27 — luncheon menu, Thenlgulsoa
fixed price — $42 — dinner menu that includes an appetizer of gaviar,
a main course and dessert. A la carte dishes are priced at m about
$8 for smoked trout to $225 for 250 grams of beluga caviar,

When I have been fortunate enough to dine at Pefrosstan, 1 haye
been extremely pleased with two of the main courses | have sampled. -
One is a superb dish of red snapper fillets baked with aasorted

" vegetables (including shiitake mushrooms apd truffle strips) and

served with a butter sauce spooned over it, The other'is an excellent
dish of steamed salmon fillet with a *“‘stuffing” (actually’a toppins
of scallop mousse. One dessert I have particularly admired is
“cake’ made with a meringuelike filling and called a casiis ﬂtoﬂ}.
This consists of layers of spongecake inside a casais memwuo,
which is doused with a fine cream of cassis.’ 8

The chef of the establishment is Michel Attali, who is Nm old a.nd ki
was born in Lyons, which is said to produce the finest chefy of all France, | /"
He has had training at many fine restaurants in his homeland, including °
work with Paul Bocuse; at La Marée, one of Paris’s finest seafood res- .

taurants, and with Gaston Lenotre, the celebrated pastry chef.
(Recipes beginon Page 66)
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